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SUBJECT: DA/2023/29/1 - DEMOLITION OF A CHIMNEY AT WIVENHOE VILLA - 
229 MACQUARIE GROVE ROAD, COBBITTY  

FROM: Manager Statutory Planning  
EDMS #: 23/95534      
 

  
 

DA Number: 2023/29/1 

Development: Demolition of a chimney at Wivenhoe Villa 

Estimated Cost of 
Development: 

$11,990 

Site Address(es): 229 Macquarie Grove Road, Cobbitty 

Applicant: Geoff Green 

Owner(s): Trustees of the Sisters of Good Samaritan 

Number of Submissions: N/A 

Development Standard 
Contravention(s): 

Nil 

Classification: Local development 

Recommendation: Approve with conditions. 

Panel Referral Criteria: 
Sensitive development (partial demolition of a heritage 
item) 

Report Prepared By: Giselle Pineda – Town Planner 

 
PURPOSE OF REPORT 
 
The purpose of this report is to seek the Camden Local Planning Panel’s (the Panel’s) 
determination of a development application (DA) for the demolition of a chimney at 
Wivenhoe Villa (229 Macquarie Grove Road, Cobbitty). 
 
The Panel is to exercise Council’s consent authority functions for this DA as, pursuant 
to the Minister for Planning’s Section 9.1 Direction, the DA includes the partial 
demolition of a heritage item.  
 
SUMMARY OF RECOMMENDATION 
 
That the Panel determine DA/2023/29/1 for the demolition of the chimney at Wivenhoe 
Villa pursuant to Section 4.16 of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 
by granting consent subject to the conditions attached to this report. 
 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
Council is in receipt of a DA for the demolition of a chimney at Wivenhoe Villa (229 
Macquarie Grove Road, Cobbitty).  
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The DA has been assessed against the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 
1979, the Environmental Planning and Assessment Regulation 2021, relevant 
environmental planning instruments, development control plans and policies. 
 
The site is partly zoned RU1 Primary Production, R5 Large Lot Residential, SP2 
Infrastructure, C2 Environmental Conservation and C4 Environmental Living. The 
subject building (Wivenhoe Villa) is located on that part of the site zoned R5 Large Lot 
Residential.  
 
The site is classified as a local heritage item (“Wivenhoe” (including house and 
gardens, outbuildings, stables, servants’ quarters and coach house) under Schedule 5 
of the Camden LEP 2010. The site is also identified as being a culturally significant 
place under Section 2.16.9 of the Camden DCP (Table 2-3: Culturally Significant Place 
– Cultural Landscape).  
 
The proposal is to remove the existing chimney within Wivenhoe Villa due to a 
structural integrity issue. The chimney is contributing to cracking and lateral movement 
to the fireplace, chimney stack and south western façade of the building. The cracking 
is leading to structural instability, with the possibility that the chimney’s self-weight may 
cause a collapse into the building.  
 
The DA was not required to be notified pursuant to the Camden Community 
Participation Plan 2021.  
 
The application has been reviewed by Council’s Heritage Advisor, who is supportive of 
the proposal. 
 
Based on the assessment, it is recommended that the DA be approved subject to the 
conditions attached to this report. 
 
AERIAL PHOTO 
 

 
Figure 1: Aerial image of site.  
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 THE SITE 

 
Located within the Mater Dei site, the site is commonly known as 229 Macquarie Grove 
Road, Cobbitty and legally described as Parent Lot 100 in Deposited Plan 1230568 
(Figure 1). The site is situated within the Wivenhoe heritage item.  
 
The locality is characterised by a rural setting with a range of facilities and associated 
heritage items, including the Mater Dei school. The site is surrounded by bushland and 
vegetation, including the Cumberland Plain Woodland.  
 
The site is bound by a range of properties, generally with a semi-rural nature. To the 
immediate west is farmland for the purposes of agriculture; immediately north a range 
of semi-rural properties and further bushland; and to the east/south detached single 
dwellings. 
 
The site is occupied by multiple buildings including a house, servants’ quarters, 
outbuildings, stables, a church, coach house and school (refer Figure 2).  
 

 
Figure 2: View of subject building (Wivenhoe Villa).   
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HERITAGE MAP 
 

 
Figure 3: The heritage listing of the site 
 
ZONING PLAN 
 

 
Figure 4: The Site and its current zoning R5 Large Lot Residential. 
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HISTORY 
 
No relevant development history. 
 
THE PROPOSAL 
 
DA/2023/29/1 seeks approval for the demolition of a chimney at Wivenhoe Villa.  
 
The estimated cost of the development is $11,900. 
 
The Heritage Assessment and Structural Report submitted as part of the DA identifies 
further work to be carried out such as improved drainage; removal of trees / shrubs; 
installation of a tree root barrier; and installation of stainless steel “tied rods”.  The 
Applicant has confirmed that for expediency the subject DA only seeks consent for the 
deconstruction of the chimney above the roof line.  An appropriate condition is 
recommended to confirm the works proposed/approved as part of the subject DA, with 
any other works to be subject to a future application to Council.   
 
It is further noted that the stainless steel “tied rods” to provide lateral support to the 
south western façade of the building have already been installed.  Council’s Heritage 
Advisor and Building Certification Officer have inspected this work and raised no 
objection / concerns with the installation of the rods. 
 

 
Figure 5: Specific aerial view of the site with the subject chimney for removal.  
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Figure 6: Existing first floor plan of the villa, including location of the chimney.  
 

 
Figure 7: Cracking evident in the fireplace / chimney stack.  
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Figure 8: Subject chimney for demolition.   
 
 

 
Figure 9: Current view of south western wall and subject chimney  
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ASSESSMENT 
 
Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 - Section 4.15(1) 
 
In determining a DA, the consent authority is to take into consideration such of the 
following matters as are of relevance to the development the subject of the DA: 
 
(a)(i) the provisions of any environmental planning instrument 
 
The environmental planning instruments that apply to the development are: 
 
 State Environmental Planning Policy (Biodiversity and Conservation) 2021. 
 State Environmental Planning Policy (Resilience and Hazards) 2021 Chapter 4. 
 Camden Local Environmental Plan (2010).  
 
State Environmental Planning Policy (Biodiversity and Conservation) 2021. 
 
Biodiversity and Conservation SEPP aims to protect the environment of the 
Hawkesbury-Nepean River system by ensuing impacts of future land uses are 
considered in a regional context. There will be no detrimental impact on the 
Hawkesbury-Nepean River system as a result of the development.  
 
State Environmental Planning Policy (Resilience and Hazards) 2021 Chapter 4. 
 
The Resilience and Hazards SEPP aims to provide State-wide approach to the 
remediation of contaminated land. The application is for demolition of a chimney only 
and subject to recommended conditions no concern is raised with the proposed 
development in regards to contamination. 
 
Camden Local Environmental Plan 2010 (Camden LEP) 
 
The Camden LEP aims to make local environmental planning provisions for land in 
Camden in accordance with the relevant standard environmental planning instrument 
under Section 3.20 of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979. 
 
Site Zoning 
 
The site is zoned RU1 Primary Production, R5 Large Lot Residential, SP2 
Infrastructure, C2 Environmental Conservation and C4 Environmental Living pursuant 
to Clause 2.2 of the Camden LEP. The subject building is located on that part of the 
site zoned R5 Large Lot Residential.  
 
Land Use/Development Definitions 
 
The development is characterised as ‘demolition’ by the Camden LEP 2010.  
 
Permissibility 
 
The development is permitted with consent under the Camden LEP. 
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Planning Controls 
 
An assessment table in which the development is considered against the Camden 
LEP’s planning controls is provided as an attachment to this report. 
 
(a)(ii) the provisions of any proposed instrument that is or has been the subject 

of public consultation under this Act and that has been notified to the 
consent authority (unless the Secretary has notified the consent authority 
that the making of the proposed instrument has been deferred indefinitely 
or has not been approved) 

 
Draft Environment State Environmental Planning Policy (Draft Environment SEPP) 
 
The development is consistent with the Draft Environment SEPP in that there will be no 
detrimental impacts upon the Hawkesbury-Nepean River system as a result of it. 
 
(a)(iii) the provisions of any development control plan 
 
Camden Development Control Plan 2019 (Camden DCP) 
 
An assessment table in which the development is considered against the Camden DCP 
is provided as an attachment to this report. The proposal is generally consistent with all 
relevant matters contained in the Camden DCP.  
 
(a)(iiia) the provisions of any planning agreement that has been entered into 

under section 7.4, or any draft planning agreement that a developer has 
offered to enter into under section 7.4 

 
No relevant planning agreement or draft planning agreement exists or has been 
proposed as part of this DA. 
 
(a)(iv) the regulations (to the extent that they prescribe matters for the purposes 

of this paragraph) 
 
The Environmental Planning and Assessment Regulation 2021 prescribes several 
matters that are addressed in the conditions attached to this report. 
 
(b) the likely impacts of the development, including environmental impacts on 

both the natural and built environments, and social and economic impacts in 
the locality 

 
As demonstrated by the assessment, the development is unlikely to have any 
unreasonable adverse impacts on the natural, built, social and economic environments 
in the locality. Additional consideration has been given below regarding the site being 
part of the Wivenhoe heritage item. 
 
The deconstruction of the chimney is supported as its removal will ensure the ongoing 
preservation of the Wivenhoe heritage item.  
 
The application was supported by a Heritage Assessment and Structural Engineers 
Report. Council’s Heritage Advisor has reviewed the submitted documentation and 
supports the application subject to recommended conditions. 
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(c) the suitability of the site for the development 
 
As demonstrated by the above assessment, the site is suitable for the development. 
 
(d) any submissions made in accordance with this Act or the regulations 
 
The DA was not publicly exhibited in accordance with Camden Community 
Participation Plan 2021. 
 
(e) the public interest 
 
The public interest is served through the detailed assessment of this DA under the 
Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979, the Environmental Planning and 
Assessment Regulation 2021, environmental planning instruments, development 
control plans and policies. Based on the above assessment, the development is 
consistent with the public interest. 
 
EXTERNAL REFERRALS 
 
No external referrals were requested for this application.  
 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
This matter has no direct financial implications for Council. 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
The DA has been assessed in accordance with Section 4.15(1) of the Environmental 
Planning and Assessment Act 1979 and all relevant instruments, plans and policies. 
The DA is recommended for approval subject to the conditions attached to this report. 
 
RECOMMENDED 

That the Panel approve DA/2023/29/1 for the demolition of a chimney at 
Wivenhoe Villa at 229 Macquarie Grove Road, Cobbitty subject to the conditions 
attached to this report. 
 
REASONS FOR DETERMINATION 

1. The development is consistent with the objectives and controls of the applicable 
environmental planning instruments, being Camden Local Environmental Plan 
2010; State Environmental Planning Policy (Biodiversity and Conservation) 2021; 
and State Environmental Planning Policy (Resilience and Hazards) 2021. 
 

2. The development is consistent with the objectives of the Camden Development 
Control Plan 2019. 
 

3. Subject to the recommended conditions, the deconstruction of the chimney will 
ensure the ongoing preservation of the heritage listed building. 
 

4. In consideration of the aforementioned reasons, the approval of the application is in 
the public interest. 
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 ATTACHMENTS   

 
1. Recommended Conditions  
2. LEP Assessment Table  
3. DCP Assessment Table  
4. Heritage Report  
5. Structural Engineers Report  
6. Architectural Plans  
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SUBJECT: DA/2022/850/1 - ALTERATIONS AND ADDITIONS TO EXISTING PUB 
AND INSTALLATION OF BUSINESS SIGNAGE - 75 ARGYLE STREET, 
CAMDEN  

FROM: Manager Statutory Planning  
EDMS #: 22/424754      
 

  
 

DA Number: 2022/850/1 

Development: 
Alterations and additions to an existing pub and 
installation of business signage 

Estimated Cost of 
Development: 

$2,309,272 

Site Address(es): 75 Argyle Street, Camden 

Applicant: Chapman Planning 

Owner(s): 
G&D Dixon Investments Pty Ltd and Seadanmitch 
Investments Pty Ltd 

Number of Submissions: None 

Development Standard 
Contravention(s): 

None 

Classification: Local development 

Recommendation: Approve with conditions. 

Panel Referral Criteria: 
Sensitive development (partial demolition of a heritage 
item) 

Report Prepared By: Annabelle Jones - Executive Planner 

 
PURPOSE OF REPORT 
 
The purpose of this report is to seek the Camden Local Planning Panel’s (the Panel’s) 
determination of a development application (DA) for alterations and additions to an 
existing pub and installation of business signage at 75 Argyle Street, Camden. 
 
The Panel is to exercise Council’s consent authority functions for this DA as, pursuant 
to the Minister for Planning’s Section 9.1 Direction, the development involves the partial 
demolition of a heritage item.  
 
SUMMARY OF RECOMMENDATION 
 
That the Panel determine DA/2022/850/1 for alterations and additions to an existing 
pub and installation of new rear signage pursuant to Section 4.16 of the Environmental 
Planning and Assessment Act 1979 by granting consent subject to the conditions 
attached to this report. 
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 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

  
Council is in receipt of a DA for alterations and additions to an existing pub and 
installation of business signage at 75 Argyle St, Camden. 
 
The DA has been assessed against the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 
1979, the Environmental Planning and Assessment Regulation 2021, relevant 
environmental planning instruments, development control plans and policies. 
 
The DA was publicly exhibited for a period of 14 days in accordance with the Camden 
Community Participation Plan 2021. The exhibition period was from 27 September to 
10 October 2022 and no submissions were received. 
 
The proposal fully complies with all applicable development standards and controls 
contained within the Camden Local Environmental Plan 2010 (Camden LEP) and the 
Camden Development Control Plan 2019 (Camden DCP). 
 
The site is identified as local heritage item I8 pursuant to Schedule 5 of the Camden 
LEP and is known as the “Plough and Harrow Inn”. The proposed works only involve 
the removal of non-original fabric such as lightweight walls, toilet amenities, 1970s 
joinery and more recent surface treatments and additions. The works do not include the 
removal of any original masonry walls, plasterwork, ceilings, cornices, skirtings, or 
architraves.  
 
Council’s planning and heritage staff have reviewed the submitted plans, heritage 
impact assessment and materials and finishes schedule and are satisfied that the 
proposed changes are sympathetic to the heritage item and the surrounding heritage 
conservation area. Various conditions are recommended to ensure that a detailed 
photographic archival recording is undertaken prior to any works commencing and that 
the works are carried out under the supervision of a qualified heritage consultant. 
 
Based on the assessment, it is recommended that the DA be approved subject to the 
conditions attached to this report. 
 
AERIAL PHOTO 
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THE SITE 
 
The site is commonly known as 75 Argyle Street, Camden and is legally described as 
Lot 18 in DP 228845. The site is rectangular in shape and has frontages of 20m to both 
Argyle Street and the Larkin Place public car park, a depth of 56m and an area of 
1,138m2. 
 
The site is zoned B2 Local Centre and is located within the Camden Heritage 
Conservation Area. It is also identified as local heritage item I8, pursuant to Schedule 5 
of the Camden LEP. There are several other local heritage items within proximity of the 
site, including the Whiteman’s Arcade on the opposite side of Argyle Street and two 
former bank buildings adjacent to the roundabout intersection of Argyle and John 
Streets, to the west.  
 
The existing built form consists of the original two storey Plough and Harrow Inn 
fronting Argyle Street which was first constructed in 1841 and has retained its original 
use as a pub with accommodation above. The ground floor of the building has 
undergone significant internal renovations and rear extensions over the years. A DA 
was recently approved for the use of the public footpath along Argyle Street as a new 
outdoor dining and seating area, although the use of this area has been delayed until 
the currently proposed alterations take place, to enable the internal and external dining 
areas to operate efficiently together.  
 
ZONING PLAN 
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HERITAGE PLAN 
 

 
 
SITE PHOTOGRAPHS 
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HISTORY 
 
The relevant development history of the site is summarised in the following table: 
 

Date Development 

10/10/2020 
DA/2020/647/1 

Approved outdoor seating area fronting Argyle Street. 

1/12/2011 
DA/2011/824/1 

Approved refurbishment and additions. 

29/1/2004 
DA/2003/1576/1 

Approved replacement of existing hood and ducting in kitchen. 

19/7/2002 
DA/2002/814/1 

Approved additions to beer garden. 

8/2/1994 
DA/1993/44/1 

Approved alterations to existing hotel. 

9/6/1993 
DA/1993/110/1 

Approved demolition of freestanding building at rear of existing 
development. 

 
THE PROPOSAL 
 
DA/2022/850/1 seeks approval for alterations and additions to an existing pub and 
installation of new business signage. 
 
Specifically, the development involves: 
 
 Demolition of walls, fixtures and fittings for two internal bars, smoking area, bistro, 

games room, lower terrace, bathrooms, rear façade and central/rear roof coverings. 
 

 Removal of two existing fascia signs on the rear elevation. 
 

 Internal reconfiguration of the pub layout (excluding kitchen, cool room and keg 
room) to create new bar and smoking areas, bistro, lounge, gaming room, water 
feature, bathrooms, new hipped and skillion roofs to the central/rear portions of the 
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 building, extension of existing carport and minor cosmetic works to the front façade 

facing Argyle Street. 
 

 Installation of two new wall signs to the rear facade. 
 
The estimated cost of the development is $2,309,272. 
 
ASSESSMENT 
 
Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 - Section 4.15(1) 
 
In determining a DA, the consent authority is to take into consideration such of the 
following matters as are of relevance to the development the subject of the DA: 
 
(a)(i) the provisions of any environmental planning instrument 
 
The environmental planning instruments that apply to the development are: 
 
 Camden Local Environmental Plan 2010. 
 State Environmental Planning Policy (Biodiversity and Conservation) 2021. 
 State Environmental Planning Policy (Industry and Employment) 2021. 
 
Camden Local Environmental Plan 2010 (Camden LEP) 
 
The Camden LEP aims to make local environmental planning provisions for land in 
Camden in accordance with the relevant standard environmental planning instrument 
under Section 3.20 of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979. 
 
Site Zoning 
 
The site is zoned B2 Local Centre pursuant to Clause 2.2 of the Camden LEP. 
 
Land Use/Development Definitions 
 
The development is characterised as a ‘pub’ and ‘business identification signs’ by the 
Camden LEP. 
 
Permissibility 
 
The development is permitted with consent in the B2 zone pursuant to the land use 
table of the Camden LEP. 
 
Planning Controls 
 
An assessment table in which the development is considered against the Camden 
LEP’s planning controls is provided as an attachment to this report. 
 
State Environmental Planning Policy (Biodiversity and Conservation) 2021 (Biodiversity 
and Conservation SEPP) 
 
The development is considered satisfactory in terms of the matters for consideration in 
Chapter 6 of the Biodiversity and Conservation SEPP. There will be no unreasonable 
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 adverse impacts upon the Hawkesbury-Nepean Catchment as a result of the 

development. 
 
State Environmental Planning Policy (Industry and Employment) 2021 (Industry and 
Employment SEPP) 
 
The Industry and Employment SEPP aims to ensure that signage is compatible with 
the desired amenity and visual character of an area, provides effective communication 
in suitable locations and is of high quality design and finish. 
 
Section 3.6 of the Industry and Employment SEPP requires the consent authority to be 
satisfied that signage is consistent with the objectives as set out in Section 3.1(1)(a) of 
the SEPP and the assessment criteria specified in Schedule 5 of the SEPP. An 
assessment table in which the development is considered against these matters is 
provided as an attachment to this report. 
 
(a)(ii) the provisions of any proposed instrument that is or has been the subject 

of public consultation under this Act and that has been notified to the 
consent authority (unless the Secretary has notified the consent authority 
that the making of the proposed instrument has been deferred indefinitely 
or has not been approved) 

 
Draft Environment State Environmental Planning Policy (Draft Environment SEPP) 
 
The development is consistent with the Draft Environment SEPP in that there will be no 
detrimental impacts upon the Hawkesbury-Nepean River system as a result of it. 
 
(a)(iii) the provisions of any development control plan 
 
Camden Development Control Plan 2019 (Camden DCP) 
 
An assessment table in which the development is considered against the Camden DCP 
is provided as an attachment to this report. There are no DCP variations proposed. 
 
(a)(iiia) the provisions of any planning agreement that has been entered into 

under section 7.4, or any draft planning agreement that a developer has 
offered to enter into under section 7.4 

 
No relevant planning agreement or draft planning agreement exists or has been 
proposed as part of this DA. 
 
(a)(iv) the regulations (to the extent that they prescribe matters for the purposes 

of this paragraph) 
 
The Environmental Planning and Assessment Regulation 2021 prescribes several 
matters that are addressed in the conditions attached to this report. 
 
(b) the likely impacts of the development, including environmental impacts on 

both the natural and built environments, and social and economic impacts in 
the locality 

 
As demonstrated by the assessment, the development is unlikely to have any 
unreasonable adverse impacts on either the natural or built environments, or the social 
and economic conditions in the locality. 
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(c) the suitability of the site for the development 
 
As demonstrated by the above assessment, the site is considered to be suitable for the 
development. 
 
(d) any submissions made in accordance with this Act or the regulations 
 
The DA was publicly exhibited for a period of 14 days in accordance with Camden 
Community Participation Plan 2021. The exhibition period was from 27 September to 
10 October 2022 and no submissions were received. 
 
(e) the public interest 
 
The public interest is served through the detailed assessment of this DA under the 
Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979, the Environmental Planning and 
Assessment Regulation 2021, environmental planning instruments, development 
control plans and policies. Based on the above assessment, the development is 
consistent with the public interest. 
 
EXTERNAL REFERRALS 
 
No external referrals were required for this DA. 
 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
This matter has no direct financial implications for Council. 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
The DA has been assessed in accordance with Section 4.15(1) of the Environmental 
Planning and Assessment Act 1979 and all relevant instruments, plans and policies. 
The DA is recommended for approval subject to the conditions attached to this report. 
 
RECOMMENDED 

That the Panel approve DA/2022/850/1 for alterations and additions to an existing 
pub and installation of business signage at 75 Argyle Street subject to the 
conditions attached to this report. 
 
REASONS FOR DETERMINATION 

1. The development is consistent with the objectives and controls of the applicable 
environmental planning instruments, being Camden Local Environmental Plan 
2010; State Environmental Planning Policy (Biodiversity and Conservation) 2021; 
and State Environmental Planning Policy (Industry and Employment) 2021. 
 

2. The development is consistent with the objectives of the Camden Development 
Control Plan 2019. 

 
3. Subject to the recommended conditions, the development is unlikely to have any 

unreasonable adverse impacts on the natural or built environments. 
 

4. For the above reasons, the development is a suitable use of the site and its 
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