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REVIEW OF ENVIRONMENTAL FACTORS

NOTE:
This REF is for projects that have minor or predictable impacts and require a Part 5 
assessment.

	Project Name:
	Public Spaces Legacy Program Walkway (Town Farm)
	EDMS Container:
	SC2668

	Project Location:
	Exeter Street, Camden NSW, 2570
	File Ref#:
	N/A

	The address, legal identity and zoning of the property is:

· Camden Town Farm

75 Macquarie Grove, Camden– Lot A DP337924 - Zoned RU1 Primary Production 

40 Exeter Street, Camden – Lot 2 DP 532049 - Zoned B4 Mixed Use, RU1 Primary Production  

· Fergusons Reserve 

42 Exeter Street, Camden – Part Lot 100 DP 1244750 Zoned RU1 Primary Production 




	CONSTRUCTION WORK MUST NOT COMMENCE UNLESS:

· The person completing the REF has signed the completed document, verifying that each of the steps has been satisfied and no further assessment or investigation is required; AND

· The Determining Officer has signed the REF report to verify that the assessment has been adequately completed, the conclusion as to the likely environmental impact of the project is reasonable and the project can proceed subject to the relevant control measures and conditions in any approvals, licenses or permits; and

· The required approvals, licenses and permits have been obtained; AND

· All relevant construction personnel are aware of:

· Their responsibilities identified in the REF

· The project’s Environmental Impacts

· The project’s specific Safeguard/Management Measures

· The project’s environmentally sensitive areas

· The conditions in any approvals, licenses or permits

· The project details and likely impact of the project on the community.




NOTE:
If any environmental issues are identified or if any safeguard and/or management measures are required, the following is to occur:
· Where a construction drawing is prepared as part of the construction work pack, the safeguard and/or management measures should be listed in the schedule on that drawing, and for more complicated projects,
· The safeguard and/or management measures should be included in a project specific environmental management plan

NOTE:
If any approvals, licenses or permits are required then copies of these MUST be included in the construction work pack that is submitted to the Construction Manager for the project.
NOTE:  Projects may require a more detailed assessment of particular issues (eg specialist ecology report). In these cases, this document should accompany this report and the 
findings be considered in the assessment and identification of control measures.
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1.
Introduction

This Review of Environmental Factors (REF) has been prepared to assess the likely environmental impacts associated with a proposal for pedestrian pathways, walking tracks, cycleways, raised walking paths (including boardwalks), ramps, viewing platforms, pedestrian bridges, outdoor recreation areas, information boards, landscaping, public art, irrigation, environmental management works, fences, gates, barriers, retaining walls, signs, play equipment, seats, other public furniture and maintenance works within the Camden Town Farm and neighbouring Fergusons Land cricket oval as part of the Public Spaces Legacy Program (PSLP) Walkway.
This REF has been prepared with reference to the following:
A. Camden Town Farm Master and Management Plan – January 2016
B. Nepean River Trail – Camden Town Farm – Concept Plan (27.03.2023)
C. Nepean River Trail – Artwork Location Plan (by artist) Rev. B. (10.10.2023)
D. CAMDEN TOWN FARM - NEPEAN RIVER PATHWAY EXTENSION WORKS – Construction Documentation - Rev. 1 (21.11.2023) 
E. CAMDEN TOWN FARM - NEPEAN RIVER PATHWAY EXTENSION WORKS – PLANTING - ISSUE FOR TENDER - Rev. B. (05.10.2023)
F. NEPEAN RIVER PATHWAY EXTENSION – PLANTING (REVEGETATION AREAS) Rev. C. (24.10.2023)
G. Detailed concept designs for artwork, provided by the proposed artists. 

H. Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Due Diligence Assessment: Camden Town Farm DRAFT REPORT Prepared for Camden Council by Biosis 28 May 2018
I. Camden Town Farm Statement of Heritage Impact DRAFT REPORT Prepared for Camden Council by Biosis 28 May 2018
J. Report on Preliminary Site Investigation Camden Town Farm  - Exeter Street, Camden, NSW Prepared for Camden Town Farm Committee May 2016
K. Camden Town Farm, Camden: Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Assessment Prepared by AMBS Ecology & Heritage for Camden Council – November 2019.
This REF has been prepared in accordance with the requirements of Part 5 of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 (the EP&A Act). It includes an analysis of the subject site and the proposed activity, in the context of the relevant State and local planning policy and instruments. It also identifies potential environmental impacts including integration with existing land use and infrastructure and details mitigation measures proposed.
On the basis that the works have the potential to be generate a high level of community interest including for residents of the Camden LGA, as well as visitors and tourists to the Town Centre, this REF has been prepared to assess the environmental impacts associated with all works (both those considered exempt development and those permitted without consent) to ensure potential impacts of the works can be considered under Section 171 of the EP&A Regulation 2001 to minimise any potential impacts of the works.
1.1
Purpose of the report

This Review of Environmental Factors (REF) has been prepared by Major Projects on behalf of Camden Council. For the purposes of these works, Camden Council is the proponent and the determining authority under Part 5 of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 (EP&A Act).

The purpose of the REF is to describe the proposal, to document the likely impacts of the proposal on the environment, and to detail protective measures to be implemented.

The description of the proposed works and associated environmental impacts have been undertaken in context of Section 171 of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Regulation 2001. In doing so, the REF helps fulfil the requirements of section 5.5 of the EP&A Act, that Camden Council examine and take into account to the fullest extent possible, all matters affecting or likely to affect the environment by reason of the activity.
The findings of the REF would be considered when assessing:

· Whether the proposal is likely to have significant impact on the environment and therefore the necessity for an environmental impact statement to be prepared and approval to be sought from the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure under Part 5.1 of the EP&A Act. 

· The significance of any impact on threatened species in Section 7.2 of the Biodiversity Conservation Act 2016 and therefore the requirement for a Species Impact Assessment or opt into the Biodiversity Offset Scheme and the preparation of a Biodiversity Development Assessment Report (BDAR).

· The potential for the proposal to significantly impact a matter of national environmental significance or commonwealth land and the need to make a referral to the Commonwealth Department of the Environment and Energy for a decision by the Commonwealth Minister for the Environment on whether assessment and approval is required under the EPBC Act.
2. Need and options considered

2.1
Strategic need for the proposal

In 2016 Council Adopted the Camden Town Farm Master and Management Plan. This plan recommended the inclusion of a Tourist Walk as an initiative to integrate the Town Farm with the township of Camden to provide opportunities for tourism and community development.

The proposed works are integral to the implementation of the Camden Town Farm Master and Management Plan. The Master and Management Plan is aimed at increasing the participation of local and broader community use of the Farm, while maintaining it’s significant heritage value to the Camden community.

The Nepean River wraps around Camden town centre’s north and eastern edges, directly adjacent to the Camden Town Farm, and provides for several significant visual and scenic landscapes. Although a significant part of the Camden landscape, heritage, and community activity, it has little physical connection to the town centre. With an existing shared pathway to Camden’s south and another at the north-western edge of the town centre, the opportunity exists to form a continuous riverside recreational pathway that enhances Camden’s relationship with the Nepean River. 
In November 2016 Council accepted grant funds from NSW Metropolitan Greenspace Program for the construction of the Miss Llewella Davies Pioneers Walkway. This was based on the route of the Tourist Walk identified in the Camden Town Farm Master and Management Plan.

In 2022 Camden Council accepted Grant funding from the Public Spaces Legacy Program to continue the development of the Tourist Walk identified in the Camden Town Farm Master and Management Plan.
The Camden Town Farm sits along the Nepean River Corridor, north of Camden Township. The Town Farm comprises rural land interspersed with bushland. The site contains remnant River-flat Eucalypt Forest, listed as an endangered ecological community under the Biodiversity Conservation Act 2016.

The site of the proposed works is bound:

· To the North: by the Nepean River;

· To the East: by Macquarie Grove Road;

· To the South: by Camden Township; and

· To the West: by Matahil Creek.

The site lends itself to a series of unique and interconnected experiences such as a river forest walk, a public art trail, riverside rural pasture lands, as well as inland waterway and riparian area experiences. 
The new facilities proposed for the open space will build on existing environmental and riparian bushland activities, provide community infrastructure and public art to support managed access for passive activities, and will reinforce the existing community appreciation of the Nepean River, the agricultural operations of Camden Town Farm and the activity of Fergusons Reserve premier cricket facility.
2.2
Existing road/infrastructure

The Camden Town Farm and Ferguson Land are publicly accessible and primarily front Macquarie Grove Road and Exeter Street, Camden. Both have a rural/agricultural character with minimal kerbing. The verge area is typically gravel with many mature trees giving the street a distinctive and shady character. 
Adjacent roadways include a length of approximately along Exeter St and 800m along Macquarie Grove Road and is approximately 20m and 40m wide respectively which includes the road pavement, road median, trees, kerb and gutter and footpath.

There is minor existing formal drainage infrastructure

No works are proposed within the road reserve.
Utilities at the site within the road reserve include above ground electricity, gas, telecommunications, water and sewer. The locations of the utilities have been identified from field survey and the Dial before You Dig search.
2.3
Proposal objective
The overarching objective of the proposal is to continue the development of the Tourist Walk identified in the Camden Town Farm Master and Management Plan.
The objectives of the NSW Public Spaces Legacy Program are to:

· bring forward construction and the opportunity for jobs and economic activity in the short to medium term.

· support investment in the creation of high-quality public and open spaces to create a lasting community benefit; and 

· address critical open space shortfalls and improve the quality of existing public and open spaces.

The walkway provides continuous connection of the Nepean River with the Miss Llewella Davies Walk, connecting the Macquarie Grove Reserve adjacent the river and its tributary Matahil Creek through to Camden’s recently constructed Premier cricket facility and Bicentennial Equestrian Park Walk. Facilitating new links that will form several looping walking trails that connect to Camden’s main street.

The project will deliver a 4,275m (approx.) extension to the current recreational pathway network as well as providing more seating opportunities, more trees to provide shade and a public art trail with interactive public art, art furniture, and interpretive signage at key points of interest. The art trail is proposed to encourage connection and appreciation of the Nepean River and Camden Town Farm key points of interest and history.
The project aims to complete the missing links of the Camden Green grid network. In addition, the project will provide a range of treatments to encourage connection and appreciation of the Nepean River and Camden Town Farm.

2.4
Alternatives and options considered

2.4.1
Methodology for selection of preferred option
The general arrangement of the PSLP Walkway was agreed as part of an extension of the Camden Town Farm Master and Management Plan, and through public consultation. The detailed design has interrogated this alignment, and while broadly consistent, has suggested alternatives based on a combination of factors such as accessibility, cost, feasibility, environmental setting, landscape character
In this context, the process of option evaluation had two (2) broad stages:-

1. An interrogation of the existing connections and pathway alignments
2. An evaluation of alternatives through the design process, where warranted, to ensure the objectives of the proposal and funding arrangement could still be met with the available budget in the available timeframe.
2.4.2
Identified options

Council has investigated:
· Option 1 – ‘Do nothing’ option involves not undertaking the walkway or other embellishment features such as the artwork or other public infrastructure.

· Option 2 - identified a rough alignment based on an aerial photograph analysis. This did not fully account for localised site specific conditions including detailed topographic analysis or the requirement for bridging, etc.
· Option 3 – interrogated the alignment and has suggested alternatives that will still allow the objectives of the masterplan to be met while introducing small variations that enable a more efficient construction expenditure, more points of community interest, a more comfortable and engaging facility, less environmental impact, and acknowledgement of site specific conditions. 
2.4.3 Analysis of options
The proposed PSLP Walkway forms part of the long term vision and commitment of Council to deliver the main outcomes and recommendations of the Camden Town Farm Master and Management Plan and PSLP. The project will provide social benefits and flow on economic benefits to the region including increased pedestrian accessibility and safety and will support the greater utilisation of the regional footpath network which will create a more active population. The project will provide a tangible community benefit as a result of the proposed works.
Option 2 did not fully account for the site specific constraints. Through more detailed analysis certain constrains have arisen which prevent the originally envisaged masterplan alignment being realised with the available budget and timeframe. In addition, through examining the use of the Tourist Walk since the initial installation in 2019 additional opportunities have become apparent to extend the walkway and the experiences that it provides for the community.
Option 3 interrogated the alignment of the walkway to determine the most effective and efficient way of achieving the objectives with the available budget and timeframe. This has suggested slight adjustments including the upgrade of existing creek crossing facilities including proposed bridges, extensions to other areas of the farm, slight adjustments to the entry/exit points, additional considerations regarding accessibility and additional opportunities for public art and points of interest. In addition, the options have been workshopped with the Community who provided ideas and support.
The site has been the subject of previous reports presented to Council, public consultation and resolution at Council Meetings, as well as the subject of Grant funding with an external body, and therefore the Option 1 ‘do nothing’ approach is not feasible. The ‘do nothing’ alternative, would contravene the objectives of the EP&A Act to achieve orderly, economic and sustainable development and use of land, as well as council’s commitment to sustainably manage the opportunity that exists to form a continuous riverside recreational pathway that enhances Camden’s relationship with the Nepean River.
2.5
Preferred option

The preferred option is Option 3. This option has enabled Council to interrogate the alignment and has suggested alternatives that will still allow the opportunity to form a continuous riverside recreational pathway that enhances Camden’s relationship with the Nepean River. In addition, option 3 includes the development of an art trail and the provision of additional creek crossings, and viewing platforms which will enhance the user experience and provide further meaningful connection to the Nepean River and its surrounding land. This equates to introducing efficient construction expenditure, less environmental impact, and acknowledgement of site-specific conditions. 
The proposed Walkway is integral to the vision and commitment of Council to deliver the main outcomes and recommendations of the Camden Town Farm Master and Management Plan and PLSP requirements. It will provide social benefits and flow on economic benefits to the region including increased pedestrian accessibility and safety and will support the greater utilisation of the regional footpath network which will create a more active population. The project will provide a tangible community benefit as a result of the proposed works.
The proposed Art Trail that will be integrated into the walkway is a strategic priority of the Cultural Activation Strategy, Pillar 4. The objective being to include meaningful public art within public spaces, integral to the vision and commitment of Council to deliver the main outcomes and recommendations of the Camden Town Farm Master and Management Plan and PLSP requirements. 

The trail and walkway will provide social benefits and flow on economic benefits to the region including increased pedestrian accessibility and safety and will support the greater utilisation of the regional footpath network which will create a more active population. The project will provide a tangible community benefit as a result of the proposed works.
The principles of ecologically sustainable development encourage the integration of economic, social development and environmental considerations into the decision-making process for all developments. The development of the proposal is consistent with these principles as demonstrated by the proposal objectives and the alignment of the preferred option with those objectives.
2.6
Design refinements

Design refinements have occurred between the formation of the concept and the generation of the Option 3 detailed design to enable a more efficient construction expenditure, less environmental impact, and acknowledgement of site specific conditions. 
In addition the proposed artworks have been refined from artist initial concept design, stakeholder engagement, and the development of detailed design.  

Working within an allocated budget, the site-specific considerations, community and stakeholder engagement, fabrication and installation of the proposed works has determined the proposed series of works. 

The design refinements will lead to a project that has a low environmental impact, acknowledges site specific conditions, and encourages community engagement with the PSLP Walkway.
3.
Description of the proposal

3.1 The proposal

Council proposes to undertake works including but not limited to demolition, removal and replacement of existing fences and gates, installation of new furniture, footpaths, signage and trees, installation of boardwalks, pedestrian bridges and viewing platforms as well as a public art trail (consisting of numerous individual public art installations (murals, art furniture, sculptural works and concrete embellishment) along the walkway) and static fitness equipment.
The demolition works will include the removal of existing fences, pasture topsoil, paving, and will not involve any significant excavation works. Minor Works are required to secure footings engineered in response to potential flood water impact, height, weight and fabrication of the artworks, bridges, boardwalks, viewing platforms and other public furniture.

The demolition activities will be undertaken by mechanical equipment and by hand as required. All machinery and equipment to be utilised for the demolition works will be transported to the site via the existing vehicle access points on Exeter Street and Macquarie Grove Road.
3.2       The site
The address, legal identity and zoning of the property is:

· Camden Town Farm

75 Macquarie Grove, Camden– Lot A DP337924 - Zoned RU1 Primary Production 

40 Exeter Street, Camden – Lot 2 DP 532049 - Zoned B4 Mixed Use, RU1 Primary Production  

· Fergusons Reserve 

42 Exeter Street, Camden – Part Lot 100 DP 1244750 Zoned RU1 Primary Production 

3.3
Design
The project scope is generally an extension of the Miss Llewella Davies – Pioneers Walkway (The Tourist Walk) along the Nepean River and Macquarie Grove Road within the Camden Town Farm and around the recently completed cricket facility on Ferguson’s Land.
Due to the nature of the project in terms of terrain the physical scope and extent of the pathway network, as well as the artwork concepts, has evolved based on the detailed design and consultation with stakeholders.

Building on the information defined by the briefing documentation the following items have been included within the scope of the project.
· pedestrian pathways and walking tracks,
· raised pedestrian walkways (boardwalks), viewing platforms, pedestrian bridges, 
· Agricultural stock-proof fencing and gates.
· outdoor recreation areas, including seating and resting points along the walkway, as well as fitness equipment stations.
· A public art trail consisting of multiple large and small scale artworks (more detail provided below).
· information boards and directional signage.
· landscaping, including trees.
· Irrigation, and
· environmental management works.
The following items have been included within the public art trail:

· Murals on water tanks, amenities blocks on Camden Town Farm

· Murals on facilities within the Ferguson’s Cricket facility

· Pathway embellishment along the walkway, within the Camden Town Farm
· Three sculptural pieces of various scale, within the Camden Town Farm
· Camden White Gum Kinetic Sculpture

· Farm Gate Entry

· Art Poles 

· Two art – furniture installations as rest and pause locations

· Kevin Vo Seating within Camden Town Farm and Fergusons

· Cultural Capital Broze Seating within Camden Town Farm
· Framing the landscape viewing areas within Camden Town Farm and Ferguson’s Cricket facility
· Flood Markers within Camden Town Farm
· Heritage Panels within Camden Town Farm
· Interpretive Signage at key points of interest within Camden Town Farm
· Entranceway Signage

· Update to existing signage within Camden Town Farm
Appendix B: Refer detailed concepts for each work.

3.3
Construction activities

3.3.1
Work methodology

The following is an indicative construction sequence. Details would be confirmed by the Construction and Contracts Engineer.
· Site establishment including set up of site compound site compound, implementation of environmental controls and implementation of traffic management measures;
· Minor demolition of fencing to allow access 

· Excavation for pathway;
· Installation of base, concrete and decomposed Granite pathway;
· Construction of new fencing;

· Instillation of Art and static fitness equipment;

· Artists to provide engineering drawings of the detailed concept and footings.

· Artists to fabricate artwork off site.

· Council or Artist appointed contractor to prepare the site as per engineering drawings.

· Council or Artist appointed contractor, and artist to implement environmental controls and traffic management measures as per the REF;
· Instal of artwork;
· Earthworks and distribution of excavated top soil;
· Planting of new trees and grasses.
Artists will liaise with Council Project Manager, Council Officers managing the Artist Contracts, and Council’s appointed contractor, attending a site visit, and managing all tasks as per the task specific risk assessment. 
During the course of works, rubbish and debris would be removed from site on a regular basis.
3.3.2
Construction duration and working hours

The workforce would comprise approximately 5 personnel as well as subcontracting crews.
Where possible, works would occur during standard hours as follows:

· Monday to Friday: 7:00am to 5:00pm

· Saturday: 7:00am to 5:00pm

· Sunday: No work

· Public holidays: No work

There may be some noise associated with this work and therefore every effort would be made to minimise the construction impacts of noise on nearby residents and businesses.
Works outside of standard hours would be in accordance with the Interim Construction Noise Guideline (Department of Environment and Climate Change, 2009) and the safeguards contained in this REF. This would include notifying the local community of any works planned to be undertaken outside standard construction hours.
The overall duration of works is expected to be 34 weeks, weather permitting.
3.3.3
Plant and equipment

The proposal would require the use of a range of equipment including the items listed below:
1. General
Cranes, excavators, trucks, air compressors, bobcats and water carts, Backhoes, vibrating rollers, static rollers and trenching machines, Concrete agitator trucks, concrete pumps, trucks and various small equipment.
2. Artworks

Responsibility for specific plant and equipment required to complete the installation of artwork will be the responsibility of the Artists, Council and Council Contractor, determined on a case-by-case basis.

A project schedule and requirements table will define who is responsible for installation of each artwork.  

Examples of the types of equipment used include:

· Cranes, excavators, trucks, concrete pumps, and various small equipment.

In all instances vehicles and machinery will comply with industry noise guidelines.

3.3.4
Earthworks

Earthworks volumes would be determined during construction planning. Categories of earthworks would include:

· Cut to fill.

· Cut to spoil.

· Imported fill.

· Unsuitable material.
3.3.5
Source and quantity of materials

Materials quantities would be determined during construction planning. Materials would be sourced locally where possible, with the majority of materials to be sourced from the Sydney region. Categories of materials would include
· Select material.
· Decomposed Granite

· Fencing materials (galvanised)
· Road base.

· Drainage backfill.

· Concrete paving.
· Various materials to fabricate public artworks
Water for construction would be sourced legally from available hydrants in the area, mostly from Sydney Water.
The required quantities of water are not yet known, however the use of material such as ready mix concrete (required for concrete footpaths) would reduce the amount of water required during construction. Water would also be required for compaction of pavement layers, such as select layers to adjust the moisture content, and for dust suppression.
Surplus material that is not able to be used on-site as part of the proposal would be reused or disposed of in the following order of priority:
· Transfer to other nearby Camden Council projects for immediate use.

· Transfer to an approved Camden Council temporary stockpile site for future use during projects or routine maintenance.

· Disposal at an approved materials recycling or waste disposal facility.

· As otherwise provided for by the relevant waste legislation.
Resources required for use in the maintenance work would include fuels and oils, plant and equipment, labour, concrete, and erosion protection matting. Non-renewable resources such as petroleum fuels would not be used in large quantities.
No resources required for the works are currently in short supply. None are likely to be in short supply in the foreseeable future and construction of the proposal would not result in local shortages of any of the materials to be used for the work.
3.3.6
Traffic management and access
Traffic would be managed in accordance with Traffic Control at work sites (Roads and Traffic Authority, 2010) and an approved traffic control plan.
For the majority of the construction period, approximately 20 additional vehicle movements per day would be required for the movement of crew and materials.

Work vehicles would access the site in accordance with an approved vehicle movement plan. Lane closures and worksite speed limits would be implemented as required.
Identified access points include Macquarie Grove Road and Exeter Street entries via existing locked gates. 

Temporary fencing will be used to limit pedestrian access, establishing an exclusion zone. 

Signage and a spotter will also be in place to ensure safe vehicle and pedestrian movement during installation.

Installation of artworks will be programmed to reduce the duration of exposure to traffic activity in proximity to the walkway. 
3.4
Ancillary facilities
A construction compound would be required for the proposal. The size and specific position of the compound would be determined during construction planning.

The compounds would provide for worker amenities, the storage of equipment and temporary stockpiling. Compound establishment would involve placement of hardstand material where required, placement of sheds, erection of fencing and connection to services. No additional clearing would be required for compound establishment. Upon completion of the construction works, all rubbish and materials would be removed and the site would be left in pre-work condition.
3.5
Public utility adjustment
The proposal will not affect any public utilities.
4.
Statutory and planning framework

The proposed works are permitted as either Exempt or Permitted Without Consent under the State Environmental Planning Policy (Transport and Infrastructure) 2021.
Part 2.3 Development Controls, Division 10A Operational land, Section 2.67 of State Environmental Planning Policy (Transport and Infrastructure) 2021 (ISEPP) prescribes that ‘development for any purpose referred to in section 2.73(3) may be carried out without consent on operational land by or on behalf of a Council.’

Part 2.3 Development Controls, Division 12 Parks and other public reserves, Section 2.73(3) includes of the ISEPP states the following:

Any of the following development may be carried out by or on behalf of a public authority without consent on land owned or controlled by the public authority—
(a)  development for any of the following purposes—

(i)  roads, pedestrian pathways, cycleways, single storey car parks, ticketing facilities, viewing platforms and pedestrian bridges,

(ii)  recreation areas and recreation facilities (outdoor), but not including grandstands,

(iii)  visitor information centres, information boards and other information facilities,

(iv)  lighting, if light spill and artificial sky glow is minimised in accordance with the Lighting for Roads and Public Spaces Standard,

(v)  landscaping, including landscape structures or features (such as art work) and irrigation systems,

(vi)  amenities for people using the reserve, including toilets and change rooms,

(vii)  food preparation and related facilities for people using the reserve,

(viii)  maintenance depots,

(ix)  portable lifeguard towers,

(b)  environmental management works,

(c)  demolition of buildings (other than any building that is, or is part of, a State or local heritage item or is within a heritage conservation area).

As such, the following works associated with the delivery of the Public Spaces Legacy Program are permitted without consent: 

· pedestrian pathways, 

· cycleways, 

· viewing platforms, 

· pedestrian bridges, 

· outdoor recreation areas,

· information boards, 

· landscaping, 

· public art, 

· irrigation, and 

· environmental management works.

In addition, some of the works proposed as part of the Public Spaces Legacy Program can be undertaken via the exempt development provisions Part 2.3 Development Controls, Division 12 Parks and other public reserves, Section 2.74(1) of the ISEPP and do not require consideration via the REF process. The ISEPP notes:
2.74   Exempt development
(1)  Development for any of the following purposes that is carried out in the prescribed circumstances is exempt development—

(a)  construction or maintenance of—

(i)  walking tracks, raised walking paths (including boardwalks), ramps, stairways or gates, or
(ii)  bicycle-related storage facilities, including bicycle racks and other bicycle parking facilities (except for bicycle paths), or

(iii)  handrail barriers or vehicle barriers, or

(iv)  ticketing machines or park entry booths, or

(v)  viewing platforms with an area not exceeding 100m2, or

(vi)  sporting facilities, including goal posts, sight screens and fences, if the visual impact of the development on surrounding land uses is minimal, or

(vii)  play equipment if adequate safety measures (including soft landing surfaces) are provided and, in the case of the construction of such equipment, so long as the equipment is situated at least 1.2m away from any fence, or

(viii)  seats, picnic tables, barbecues, bins (including frames and screening), shelters or shade structures, or

(ix)  portable lifeguard towers if the footprint of the tower covers an area no greater than 20 square metres, or

(x)  temporary structures,

(b)  routine maintenance of playing fields and other infrastructure, including landscaping,
(c)  routine maintenance of roads that provide access to or within those playing fields, including landscaping,

(d)  environmental management works.
As such, the following works associated with the delivery of the Public Spaces Lagacy Program are considered Exempt Development: 

· walking tracks, 

· raised walking paths (including boardwalks), 
· ramps, 
· stairways,

· gates,

· handrail barriers or vehicle barriers,

· play equipment if adequate safety measures (including soft landing surfaces) are provided and, in the case of the construction of such equipment, so long as the equipment is situated at least 1.2m away from any fence, 

· seats, 
· picnic tables, 
· barbecues, 
· bins (including frames and screening), 
· shelters or shade structures,

· routine maintenance of playing fields and other infrastructure, including landscaping, and
· environmental management works.

The above is only the case if the proposed works comply with Part 2.3 Development Controls, Division 12 Parks and other public reserves, Section 2.74(3) of the ISEPP which states:

(3)  Development is exempt development under this section only if the development—
(a)  complies with section 2.20, and

(b)  involves no greater disturbance of native vegetation than necessary, and

(c)  does not result in an increase in stormwater run-off or erosion.

Part 2.2 General, Division 4 Exempt Development, Section 2.20 General Requirements for Exempt Development of the ISEPP states:
(1)  This section applies to any development that this Chapter provides is exempt development.

Note—
Section 2.21 and other provisions of this Chapter identify kinds of development that are exempt development if they meet the requirements of this section.

(2)  To be exempt development, the development—

(a)  must meet the relevant deemed-to-satisfy provisions of the Building Code of Australia, or if there are no such relevant provisions, must be structurally adequate, and

(b)  must not, if it relates to an existing building—

(i)  cause the building to contravene the Building Code of Australia, or

(ii)  compromise the fire safety of the building or affect access to any fire exit, and

(c)  must be carried out in accordance with all relevant requirements of the Blue Book, and

(d)  must not be designated development, and

Note—
Designated development is defined in section 4.10 of the Act as development that is declared to be designated development by an environmental planning instrument or the regulations.

(e)  if it is likely to affect a State or local heritage item or a heritage conservation area, must involve no more than minimal impact on the heritage significance of the item or area, and
(f)  must not involve the demolition of a building or work that is, or is part of, a State or local heritage item, and
(g)  if it involves the demolition of a building, must be carried out in accordance with Australian Standard AS 2601—2001, The demolition of structures, and

(h)  must be installed in accordance with the manufacturer’s specifications, if applicable, and

(i)  must not involve the removal or pruning of a tree or other vegetation that requires a permit or development consent for removal or pruning, unless that removal or pruning is undertaken in accordance with a permit or development consent, and

Note—
A permit for the removal or pruning of a tree or other vegetation may be granted under a local environmental plan. A development consent for the removal of native vegetation may be granted under the Native Vegetation Act 2003.

(j)  must not involve the removal of asbestos, unless that removal is undertaken in accordance with Working with Asbestos: Guide 2008 (ISBN 0 7310 5159 9) published by the WorkCover Authority.

The REF provides an assessment to satisfy the requirement of Clause 20(2)(e) of the ISEPP. In addition, no native vegetation is intended to be disturbed. Some native vegetation may be disturbed during the removal of weed species, but this will be minor and may at times be necessary to facilitate the removal of weed species (Section 2.74(3)(b)). No increase in stormwater runoff is anticipated as a result of the works (Section 2.74(3)(c)), and a structural engineer will certify that all works are fit for purpose (Clause 20(2)(a)).
Finally, Part 2.2 General, Division 4 Exempt Development, Section 2.21 Exempt development carried out by public authorities for purposes in Schedule 1 of the ISEPP states:

(1)  Development for a purpose specified in Schedule 1 is exempt development if—

(a)  it is carried out by or on behalf of a public authority, and

(b)  it meets the development standards for the development specified in Schedule 1, and

(c)  it complies with section 2.20.

(2)  This section does not apply to development carried out by public authorities in connection with an existing educational establishment.

Note—
Chapter 3 provides for exempt development carried out by public authorities in connection with an existing educational establishment.

(3)  Any other provision of this Chapter prevails over Schedule 1 of this Policy to the extent of any inconsistency.

Works that relate to the Public Spaces Legacy Program contained within Schedule 1 include bush regeneration works, retaining walls, fencing, investigations, and signage. Specific requirements for each are outlined below.

	Development purpose


	

	General provisions                           Development standards

	

	Bush regeneration works
	· May involve the installation of temporary fencing.

· Must not involve—

(a)  the creation of access tracks, or

(b)  the use of machinery, or

(c)  works involving significant soil disturbance.


	Fences (other than security fences or fences covered by the Swimming Pools Act 1992)
	· Must be constructed so as not to prevent natural flow of stormwater drainage or run-off.

· Height of boundary fence must not exceed 1.8m above ground level (existing) if behind front building line, or 1.2m if forward of that line, in any of the following land use zones or a land use zone that is equivalent to any of those zones—

(i)  Zone R1 General Residential,

(ii)  Zone R2 Low Density Residential,

(iii)  Zone R3 Medium Density Residential,

(iv)  Zone R4 High Density Residential,

(v)  Zone R5 Large Lot Residential,

(vi)  Zone RU5 Village.

·  Must not include masonry construction to a height of more than 900mm above ground level (existing).


	Investigations (including geotechnical and other testing, surveying and the placement of survey marks, and sampling) relating to proposed development or for the purposes of system development or determining the safety or condition of infrastructure

	· Must not involve any greater disturbance of the ground or vegetation than is necessary.

· Must not result in an increase in stormwater drainage or run-off from the site concerned

	Retaining walls
	· Must not provide for retaining of fill to height above ground level (existing) of more than 2m or excavation to depth below ground level (existing) of more than 1m.

· Must not prevent the natural flow of stormwater drainage/run-off.


	General provisions: signs

	Existing signs—maintenance, replacement or change in display if existing sign is exempt under Chapter 2
	· Must not involve a change in area, form or shape.

	Identification, directional, community information or safety signs but not including roof-top signs or commercial advertising or signs associated with the use of road infrastructure (including signs associated with level crossings)
	· Surface area must not exceed 3.5m2.

· Must be located wholly within property boundary or be attached to existing boundary fence and not projecting more than 100mm from fence.

· Obtrusive effects of outdoor lighting must be controlled in accordance with AS 4282–1997, Control of the obtrusive effects of outdoor lighting.

	Identification, directional, community information or safety signs associated with the use of road infrastructure
	· Must be consistent with road safety policies and guidelines on outdoor advertising approved by the Planning Secretary for the purpose of this provision and published in the Gazette.

	Temporary signs advertising an event and associated relevant details including sponsorship of the event
	· Surface area must not exceed 3.5m2.

· Must be located wholly within property boundary.

· Must not be displayed earlier than 28 days before event and must be removed within 14 days after event.

· Obtrusive effects of outdoor lighting must be controlled in accordance with AS 4282–1997Control of the obtrusive effects of outdoor lighting.


Relevant works for the purpose outlined in Schedule 1 will comply with the identified development standards required to categorise them as exempt development.

On the basis that the works have the potential to be generate a high level of community interest including for residents of the Camden LGA, as well as visitors and tourists to the Town Centre, this REF has been prepared to assess the environmental impacts associated with all works (both those considered exempt development and those permitted without consent) and nominate mitigation measures were appropriate to ensure potential impacts of the works can be considered under Section 171 of the EP&A Regulation 2001 to minimise any potential impacts of the works.
4.1
State Environmental Planning Policies (SEPPs)

4.1.1
State Environmental Planning Policy (Transport and Infrastructure) 2021
The works are permitted as either Exempt or Permitted Without Consent under the State Environmental Planning Policy (Transport and Infrastructure) 2021. Refer to section 4 of this document.
 4.1.2
Sydney Regional Environmental Plan No 20—Hawkesbury-Nepean River (No 2—1997)
The aim of Sydney Regional Environmental Plan No 20—Hawkesbury-Nepean River (No 2—1997) (SREP 20) is to protect the environment of the Hawkesbury-Nepean River system by ensuring that the impacts of future land uses are considered in a regional context. The specific planning policies and recommended strategies include but are not limited to catchment management, environmentally sensitive areas, water quality and quantity, flora and fauna, cultural heritage, urban development and rural residential development. SREP 20 controls development that has the potential to impact on the Hawkesbury Nepean River System.

Part 2, Clause 4(1)(b) of SREP 20 states that the general and specific planning considerations and policies set out in Clauses 5 and 6 which are applicable to the proposed works must be taken into consideration by “a person, company, public authority or a company State owned corporation proposing to carry out development which does not require development consent.”

4.1.3
State Environmental Planning Policy No. 55 (Remediation of Land)

The State Environmental Planning Policy No. 55 Remediation of Land (SEPP 55) seeks to ensure that the potential for contamination of land is considered by the consent Authority through the rezoning or Development process. It establishes a planning regime that aims to provide regulatory certainty and efficiency by requiring the consideration of a preliminary contamination assessment.
The site has a long history and has been subject to intensive agricultural activities. A preliminary investigation of the site has been performed by a suitably qualified person to confirm the presence of any contaminants within the site. A report on Preliminary Site Investigation Camden Town Farm - Exeter Street, Camden, NSW Prepared for Camden Town Farm Committee May 2016 identified  some areas of contamination associated with the prior uses of the site.
None of the identified area are within the zone of the proposed activity.

4.1.2
State Environmental Planning Policy (Vegetation in Non-Rural Areas) 2017
The State Environmental Planning Policy (Vegetation in Non-Rural Areas) 2017 (Vegetation SEPP) works together with the Biodiversity Conservation Act 2016 and the Local Land Services Amendment Act 2016 to create a framework for clearing of native vegetation in NSW. The Vegetation SEPP regulates the clearing of native vegetation on urban land and land zoned for environmental conservation/management that does not require development consent. 

The implementation of this SEPP will commence 25 November 2018 in the Camden LGA. Under existing and future legislation (to be implemented in November 2018), this project will comply as the protection of biodiversity values of trees and other native vegetation will be a priority.
4.2
Camden Local Environmental Plan (LEP)

The block of land is zoned as RU1 – Primary Production under the Camden LEP, with the following objectives: 
· To encourage sustainable primary industry protection by maintaining and enhancing the natural resource base;

· To encourage diversity in primary industry enterprises and systems appropriate for the area;

· To minimise the fragmentation and alienation of resource lands;

· To minimise conflict between land uses within this zone and land uses within adjoining zones;

· To permit non-agricultural uses which support the primary production purposes of the zone; and

· To maintain the rural landscape character of the land.

This project will aim to achieve the objectives of maintaining and enhancing the natural resource base, whilst maintaining the rural landscape character of the land through environmental restorative measures. 
4.3
Other relevant legislation

4.3.1 

Biodiversity Conservation Act 2016

Section 7.8(3) of the BC Act defines the two options available for further assessment of a Part 5 Activity that is likely to significantly affect threatened species or Threatened Ecological Communities or their habitats. If the proposed activity is likely to significantly affect threatened species, Council can prepare a Species Impact Statement (SIS) or opt into the Biodiversity Offset Scheme as defined under the BCAct.

While the site is located on Biodiversity Values Map, the Test of Significance for the assessment of the impact on threatened species is undertaken in accordance with Section 7.3(2) of the BC Act._

The proposed path and viewing platforms are located on cleared areas that are either managed areas or small areas that contained herbaceous of vine weeds and are adjacent to the threatened ecological community River-flat Eucalypt Forest (RFEF). No RFEF is proposed to be removed, and it is proposed to install protective fencing at these locations so there is no impact on RFEF. 
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4.3.2
NSW Heritage Act 1977

Heritage in NSW is principally protected by the Heritage Act (as amended) which was passed for the purpose of conserving items of environmental heritage of NSW. Environmental heritage is broadly defined under Section 4 of the Heritage Act as consisting of the following items: "those places, buildings, works, relics, moveable
objects, and precincts, of State or Local heritage significance”. The Act is administered by the NSW Heritage Council, under delegation by the Heritage Division, Office of Environment and Heritage. The Heritage Act is designed to protect both known heritage items (such as standing structures) and items that may not be immediately obvious (such as potential archaeological remains or ‘relics’). Different parts of the Heritage Act deal with different situations and types of heritage and the Act provides a number of mechanisms by which items and places of heritage significance may be protected. 

The Camden Town Farm Heritage item (Item I26 Camden Town Farm, Listed under Schedule 5 of the Camden Local Environmental Plan 2010) and portions of the farm are within the Camden Town Centre Conservation Area.
Council commissioned and has received a Statement of Heritage Impact seeking to address identify and address any areas of Heritage Impact created by the proposed Walkway. The report provided the following updated statement of significance with reference to the findings of the current assessment.

Statement of Significance

Camden Town Farm is an early dairy farm located on the boundary of the town. It is representative of the importance of dairying in early Camden and of early town farms presenting the original form and layout of the elements of a dairy and the early division of the land for Chinese market gardens. The study area contains six elements of built heritage considered to be contributory to the significance of the site. The buildings range from residential to small industrial buildings representing the form of town farming representative of the character of Camden as a town centre ringed by rural and agricultural industries. The wash up room and dairy cool room represents a rare element of the site demonstrating the technological advances for the dairying industry of the time. The remaining fences and cattle yards are important in demonstrating the original and intended use of the site.

Statement of Heritage Impact report concluded:

The current proposed route of the Walkway will result in physical impacts to two areas of defined high archaeological potential. In the first instance, it is recommended that these impacts should be avoided through a redesign of the track, however if this option is not practical, it is considered that the proposed works will represent a minor impact on the potential archaeological resource of the study area, as only minor excavations will be involved with the installation of the walkway, which is unlikely to remove archaeological deposits.

In response to this, council adjusted the route of the track to avoid the two areas of defined high archaeological potential. As such the impact on the two areas of defined high archaeological potential is nil.
4.3.3
National Parks and Wildlife Act 1974
Aboriginal and Historical heritage in NSW are protected under two separate pieces of legislation and distinct guidelines. With regard to historical heritage, the advice and recommendations were formulated in consideration of the provisions of the Heritage Act 1977, which makes allowance for the provision of exception to the requirement for an excavation permit where ‘The excavation or disturbance of land will have a minor impact on archaeological relics including the testing of land to verify the existence of relics without destroying or removing them’. 

Conversely, Aboriginal Heritage in NSW is protected under the National Parks and Wildlife Act 1974, which applies to all Aboriginal objects, with an Aboriginal Heritage Impact Permit (AHIP) required to permit impacts to Aboriginal objects. 
An assessment in accordance with the Due Diligence Code of Practice for the Protection of Aboriginal Objects in New South Wales (DECCW 2010a) has been undertaken for the study area to inform responsibilities with regards to Aboriginal cultural heritage in the area. In addition to the basic tasks required for a due diligence assessment, an extended background review, as well as an archaeological survey in accordance with the Code of Practice for Archaeological Investigation of Aboriginal Objects in New South Wales (DECCW 2010b) ('the Code') was conducted, in order adequately map areas of high, moderate and low archaeological sensitivity.

The archaeological survey of the study area was undertaken on 5 March 2018 with a field team consisting of two Biosis archaeologists. The survey was conducted on foot. Recording during the survey followed the archaeological survey requirements of the Code and industry best practice methodology. Two areas of moderate archaeological potential were identified during the survey (Figure 3). Biosis’ assessment has concluded that there is moderate potential for Aboriginal sites to be present in two locations within the study area, due to the proximity of perennial water sources in the form of Matahil Creek and the Nepean river, the presence of undulating rises within an area of floodplain, and relatively low levels of disturbance identified during both the background research and field survey. The history of residential development, dairying and market gardening, as well as the low-lying topography of the remainder of the study area led to an assessment of low archaeological potential in these areas.
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Figure 3. Plan extract from Camden Town Farm masterplan showing areas identified as having moderate archaeological potential
The Due Diligence Assessment recommended that areas identified as having moderate archaeological potential should be avoided wherever possible. Should the proposed works (inclusive of vegetation management works) impact on areas of moderate archaeological potential, further archaeological assessment will be required.

In this case the potential benefit to the experience of the walkway, the intention to remain as true to the masterplan as possible, as well as the potential operational impacts to the farm it is of overarching benefit to the community to fully understand the site and as such further archaeological assessment will be required.

As part of the Miss Lewella Davies Walkway undertaken in 2019 an Aboriginal cultural heritage assessment (ACHA) was undertaken which included subsurface test excavations for the area of high potential in accordance with the Code of Practice for Archaeological Investigation of Aboriginal Objects in New South Wales (DECCW 2010b) (the code), and consultation with Aboriginal stakeholders in accordance with the Aboriginal cultural heritage consultation requirements for proponents (DECCW 2010c) (consultation requirements). 
Archaeological test excavations within the study area were undertaken from 8-11 April 2019 by AMBS archaeologists and RAP representatives from Murra Bidgee Mullangari Aboriginal Corporation, Tharawal LALC, Cubbitch Barta Native Title Claimants Aboriginal Corporation and Tocomwall. The test excavations recovered 91 stone artefacts from seven test pits in PAD 1, and no artefacts were recovered from test pits in PAD 2. These results conform to the established local archaeological predictive model, which generally considers that the stone artefact site types are likely to be identified in proximity to major watercourses and resource sources, on good vantage points.

No Aboriginal heritage sites, objects or places were identified in the PAD 2 study area by archaeological survey, and no areas retaining subsurface Aboriginal archaeological deposits were identified by archaeological test excavation. There are no previously identified Aboriginal heritage sites recorded on AHIMS within the study area, and no previously registered Aboriginal heritage sites will be impacted by the proposed development. Given the level of disturbance observed in the study area, it is considered highly unlikely that evidence of previous occupation by Aboriginal people remains within the area of the proposed development. As such, there are no additional constraints to the proposed development arising from considerations of Aboriginal cultural heritage and archaeology. The proposed development may proceed with due caution.

Although the PAD 2 study area is unlikely to retain Aboriginal objects, should any be exposed during future development works, excavation or disturbance in the area should cease and the Cultural Heritage Division of OEH should be informed in accordance with Section 91 of the National Parks and Wildlife Act 1974.

4.3.4
Environmental Planning Assessment Act 1979
The EP&A Act establishes a framework for the assessment of environmental impacts associated with development. The EP&A Act establishes Environmental Planning Instruments to control development activities including State Environmental Planning Policies (SEPPs) and Local Environmental Plans (LEPs) some of which include provisions relevant to the proposal. This section addresses the relevant legislation and EPI provisions that are relevant to the proposed activity.
Under the EP&A Act, Camden Council is classified as a ‘proponent’ and ‘a determining authority’ (under Part 5 of the EP&A Act) and must assess an activity under Part 5 of the EP&A Act if it may be carried out without development consent.

The project is unlikely to have a significant impact on the environment and consequently an environmental impact statement is not required pursuant to Section 5.7 of the EP&A Act.
Section 5.5 of the EP&A Act requires that a determining authority in its consideration of an activity has a duty to consider the environmental impacts of the activity. Clause 228 of the EP&A Regulation lists those factors that must be taken into account when considering the likely impact of an activity on the environment. This REF addresses those heads of consideration and meets the requirements of the EP&A Act and EP&A Regulation in relation to the assessment of development under Part 5 of the EP&A Act.
4.3.5
Greater Metropolitan Regional Environmental Plan No. 2 (Georges River Catchment)

The Greater Metropolitan Regional Environmental Plan No. 2 (Georges River Catchment) (REP No. 2) seeks to ensure that development is managed in a manner that is in keeping with the national, State, regional and local significance of the Georges River Catchment.
Only a small portion of the Camden LGA is affected by REP No. 2 and the site is not located within the catchment as defined in REP No. 2. Notwithstanding appropriate measures will be implemented during constructions works to minimise sediment run off into the stormwater system via the preparation and implementation of an Erosion and Sediment Control Plan. The proposed works are not likely to adversely affect the water quality, river flows, flood regime or ecosystems within the catchment.
4.3.6
Protection of the Environment Operations Act 1997

The POEO Act addresses water, land, air and noise pollution and waste management, making it illegal to pollute or cause or permit pollution of waters, and an offence to wilfully or negligently cause any substance to leak, spill or otherwise escape in a manner that harms or is likely to harm the environment. If a pollution incident occurs during an activity and it causes or threatens ‘material harm’ to the environment, by law the appropriate regulatory authority – either the local Council or the Environment Protection Authority must be notified.

Under Part 3.2 of the POEO Act, the carrying out of scheduled development work as defined in Schedule 1 requires an environmental protection license. Schedule 1, Clause 35 “Road construction” which includes the construction, widening or re-routing of roads is not relevant to the proposal as the work proposed for Exeter Street will not result in the existence of 4 or more traffic lanes. 

No other works proposed for the site are contained within Schedule 1 Under Part 3.2 of the POEO Act.
Therefore the works are not declared to be a scheduled activity under the POEO Act and does not require an environmental protection license.

An Erosion and Sediment Control Plan will be prepared and implemented prior to the commencement of work to ensure that no offensive noise, spills, leaks or discharge to the stormwater from demolition or other waste material occurs as a result of the proposed activity. Contact details of the contractor will be displayed on hoarding on the site including a contact phone number for the public to make any complaints regarding the works.
4.3.7
Waste Avoidance and Resources Recovery Act 2001

The Waste Avoidance and Resource Recovery Act 2001 (WARR Act) provides objectives to moderate and reduce the impacts of waste on the environment:
· “To encourage the most efficient use of resources and to reduce environmental harm in accordance with the principles of ecologically sustainable development,

· To ensure that resource management options are considered against a hierarchy of the following order:

· Avoidance of unnecessary resource consumption,

· Resource recovery (including reuse, reprocessing, recycling and energy recovery), disposal,

· To provide for the continual reduction in waste generation,

· To minimise the consumption of natural resources and the final disposal of waste by encouraging the avoidance of waste and the reuse and recycling of waste,

· To ensure that industry shares with the community the responsibility for reducing and dealing with waste,

· To ensure the efficient funding of waste and resource management planning, programs and service delivery,

· To achieve integrated waste and resource management planning, programs and service delivery on a State-wide basis,

· To assist in the achievement of the objectives of the Protection of the Environment Operations Act 1997.”
A Waste Management Plan will be prepared by the contractor for the proposed activity that ensures that demolition and other waste recovered from the site will be managed in the following order of priority:
Avoid,

Recover; and then

Dispose.

Specific demolition waste management details will be provided in accordance with the Camden Council Waste Management Plan requirements.

4.4
Confirmation of statutory position

The works are permitted as either Exempt or Permitted Without Consent under the State Environmental Planning Policy (Transport and Infrastructure) 2021. Refer to section 4 of this document.
5.
Stakeholder and community consultation

5.1
Stakeholder Consultation
The Farm is the responsibility of Camden Council on behalf of the Camden Community and was previously managed by a Section 355 (s355) Volunteer Management Committee appointed by Council. During the development of the initial Miss Llewella Davies Pioneers Walkway (Tourist Walk) in 2018 the project was developed in conjunction with the project control group (PCG) and Town Farm Committee as it existed at the time. At the Town Farm Committee meeting held on the 20th June 2018 the Town Farm Committee endorsed the proposal with minor amendments. Amendments were subsequently made, presented to, and endorsed by, the Town farm Committee again on the 19th September 2018.
Currently council manage the Camden Town Farm on behalf of the Camden Community in liaison with the Camden Town Farm Reference Group. 

Consultation with the Reference Group has been maintained throughout the development of project to ensure that it meets the needs of all the interest groups represented on the reference group and that all proposals are site specific. 

The Reference Group have provided input during consultation in relation to key locations of the walkway, key points of interest, art concepts, artwork locations, fabrication and relevance to the historical context of the Camden Town Farm. 

Information regarding the PSLP Walkway is available on Council’s website, and via the Your Voice Page. 

Prior to conducting the proposed works, the principal contractor will distribute an information package to the surrounding properties to advise of the proposed time and dates demolition and construction works will be undertaken as well as contact details of the contractors to make complaints or seek further information regarding the proposed works. The information package will be provided to any stakeholders deemed relevant by Camden Council prior to the works commencing.
Any further consultation regarding the proposed activity with the relevant stakeholders including Sydney Water, Telstra, National Broadband Network Co., Endeavour Energy, Jemena and the RMS will occur prior to the commencement of the works on the site. Any relevant matters raised by stakeholders will be taken into consideration and addressed by the principal contractor prior to any works commencing. Camden Council will obtain all necessary approvals from the RMS prior to undertaking any works.
Information regarding the proposed works will be provided on Council’s website, included in advertisements in local newspapers and information can be made available in-person at the Council’s Offices. Information regarding the works will also be included on construction hoarding and safety fencing around the site.
5.2
Community Consultation
The community were consulted regarding the draft concept plan for The Public Spaces Legacy Project – Connecting Camden to the Nepean River from the 28 November 2022 until 30 January 2023. This consultation included the inclusion of a Public Art Trail.
The draft concept plan was developed following extensive consultation with internal and external stakeholders including Camden Town Farm & Bicentennial Equestrian Park Consultative Committees and user groups of Ferguson’s Land Cricket Facility.   

The draft Concept Plan was mailed to residents and businesses within a radius of 400m of the site, placed at Council Libraries and Civic Centres, appeared on the Council website, and was presented to the community via an onsite pop-up information session.

The Information session was conducted at Camden Town Farm. 

· Wednesday 16 December – 3.00 to 5.30pm

An additional onsite walk though was conducted with a Tharawal Local Aboriginal Land Council representative on Tuesday 24 January 2023.

An online poll was conducted with 16 participants 15 in favour of the project and 1 unsure.  

A total of fourteen (14) submissions were received during the public exhibition period. 

A total of eleven (11) residents requested registration for further project updates.

All submissions have been acknowledged by Council with a commitment to advise of the Council meeting that the outcomes of the public exhibition will be reported to Council.

	REFERENCE   NUMBER
	CONSULTATION TYPE
	THEME  
	DESIGN RESPONSE 

	A
	ONSITE MEETING
	Acknowledgement of Country
	Agreed – to be explored during detailed design 

	
	
	Review of proposed plantings list
	Agreed – to be explored during detailed design 

	
	
	Opportunity for interpretation of bush foods and cultural plantings
	Agreed – to be explored during detailed design 

	
	
	Opportunity to include suitable shapes and interpretive signage and artwork 
	Agreed – to be explored during detailed design 

	
	
	Offer to provide bush tucker advisor 
	Agreed – to be explored during detailed design 

	1
	WRITTEN SUBMISSION
	Support for concept 
	Noted

	
	
	Inadequate Parking
	Outside of Current Scope

	2
	WRITTEN SUBMISSION
	Pathway Width 
	Agreed - included in Project Scope

	
	
	Walking & Cycling Links 
	Noted – Project consistent with Camden Town Centre Recreational Walk

	
	
	Bicycle Parking at Entrances 
	To be considered 

	
	
	Additional Seating with Armrests 
	To be considered

	
	
	Water Drinking Stations 
	To be considered

	
	
	Clear Accessible entry points
	Agreed

	
	
	Create a shorter loop option
	To be considered 

	
	
	Increase tree coverage/shade (particularly over seating)
	Agreed

	3
	WRITTEN SUBMISSION
	Support for concept


	Noted

	
	
	Provide Calisthenics Stations
	Agreed – Included in project scope in Ferguson’s Land area.

	4
	Written Submission
	 Provide Kayak/Canoe access to river
	Not Supported – Bank instability in proposed location 

	5
	Written Submission
	Include Skate park  
	Not supported – inconsistent with CTF requirements

	
	
	Include Cultural interpretation 
	Agreed –included in project scope

	
	
	Link to existing Bike Track
	Not Supported – Excessive distance and traffic barriers  

	6
	WRITTEN SUBMISSION 
	Support for other activities – fishing, picnicking, photography  
	Agreed – capacity for nominated activities supported by current project scope

	
	
	Provision of advisory signage 
	To be considered 

	
	
	Additional feature sign or artwork at Fergusons Land
	To be considered

	
	
	Flood assessment of public art
	Agreed – Included in current scope of works 

	
	
	Additional ‘Seawall’ public art
	To be considered

	7
	WRITTEN SUBMISSION 
	No public art
	Not supported 

	
	
	Provide Kayak access to river
	Not Supported – Bank instability in proposed location

	8
	WRITTEN SUBMISSION 
	Provide trees along the pathway 
	Agreed – included in current scope

	
	
	Restrict dogs from the walkway 
	Agreed – consistent with existing CTF policy 

	
	
	In general, provide more seating in Camden  
	Outside of project scope 

	9
	WRITTEN SUBMISSION
	Support the proposal 
	Noted

	
	
	Support accessible improvements 
	Noted

	10
	WRITTEN SUBMISSION
	Support the proposal
	Noted

	
	
	Provide Kayak access to river
	Not Supported – Bank instability in proposed location

	
	
	Provide beach area improvements for dogs
	Not Supported – Bank instability in proposed location and inconsistent with CTF requirements

	11
	WRITTEN SUBMISSION
	Provide access to the river for recreational activities 
	Not Supported – Bank instability in proposed location

	
	
	Provide access and amenity for dogs
	Not supported – inconsistent with CTF requirements

	12
	WRITTEN SUBMISSION
	Support for concept 
	Noted

	
	
	No public art
	Not supported 

	13
	WRITTEN SUBMISSION
	Do not support the proposal 
	Noted

	14
	WRITTEN SUBMISSION
	Support for concept 
	Noted

	
	
	No public art
	Not supported 


Summary of recommendations:

As part of future design stages please consider: 

· Acknowledgment of Country at walkway entrances 

· Interpretation of bush foods and cultural plantings 

· Culturally appropriate shapes and interpretive signage and artwork

· Bicycle parking at walkway entrances

· Provision of additional seating with armrests 

· Inclusion of water drinking stations

· Creation of a shorter walking loop option

· Inclusion of advisory/warning signage along River

· Additional feature sign or artwork at Fergusons Land
6.
Environmental Assessment
This chapter of the REF provides an analysis of all possible impacts from the proposed activity and a description of any proposed safeguards and or management measures.
	Flora and fauna
	Applicable*
	Not Applicable
	Item
	Likely impact
	Reasoning
	Safeguard and/or management measure

	
	
	
	
	Negligible
	Low
	Medium
	High
	
	

	Is any vegetation going to be impacted due to the works (ie removal of trees and shrubs)


	(
	(
	Minor stands of woody weeds are being removed for environmental management purposed and to facilitate the installation of the walkway.
	(
	
	
	
	Removal will be by flail and hand. Removal of larger woody weeds will improve environmental outcomes, no surfaces will be disturbed, and no animal holes or burrows will be disturbed or buried.
	Stands of woody weeds will be replaced by new native trees that are being installed throughout the extent of the walkway Removal of woody weeds will be done by hand wherever possible.


	Are the works likely to require removal of any mature trees with a girth of more than 100mm?


	(
	(
	Four Gleditsia tricanthos (Honey Locust trees)  are being removed for environmental management purposed and to facilitate the installation of the walkway.
	(
	
	
	
	The removal of larger woody weeds will improve environmental outcomes, no surfaces will be disturbed, and no animal holes or burrows will be disturbed or buried.
	Removal will be done by chain saw and chipper. The Honey Locust will be replaced by new native trees which are being installed throughout the extent of the walkway and removal of woody weeds will be done by hand wherever possible.



	Are there any nests, tree hollows, hollow logs in the likely project footprint (identified in the site inspection)?


	(
	(
	No hollows or nest have been observed prior to works being undertaken.
	(
	
	
	
	
	If bird nests are found, works will cease, and the council will be contacted. Any juvenile birds or eggs will be removed from the site and taken into care by a WIRES carer.

	Are there any crevices or other locations (such as on bridges and culverts) for potential bat habitat likely to be disturbed by the works?


	(
	(
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Are there any dens for Wombats or other animals (including native) at the site or in the locality  
	(
	(
	There are Wombat dens in a locality adjacent to proposed construction activities.
	
	(
	
	
	Active wombat dens have been confirmed through trail cameras. Any potential impact can be managed through design adjustments or careful construction activities.
	Existing wombat dens in proximity to the construction site will be signposted and protected with bunting. Site to be inspected prior to construction activities to ensure Wombat dens are not present at the construction site. If present, construction activities will be suspended at the location of the active Wombat Den. Construction activities will not recommence until, a Wombat Management Plan is activated to manage active dens. 

	Are the works in or near a conservation area?


	(
	(
	Camden Town Centre Heritage Conservation Area
	(
	
	
	
	Half of the Camden Town Farm falls under the Camden Heritage conservation area and some walkway works are proposed within this zone.
	Implementation of recommendations outlined in Camden Town Farm Statement of Heritage Impact - 2018


	Flora and fauna (cont’d)
	Applicable*
	Not Applicable
	Item
	Likely impact
	Reasoning
	Safeguard and/or management measure

	
	
	
	
	Negligible
	Low
	Medium
	High
	
	

	Are there known threatened species, endangered ecological communities, critical habitat etc. in or near the likely project footprint?


	(
	(
	In the locality or adjacent to the proposed activity.

NSW Endangered Ecological Community River-flat Eucalypt Forest. NSW & Commonwealth ‘Vulnerable’ flora Camden White Gum (E. benthamii). Endangered fauna: Eastern Bentwing Bat (NSW Vulnerable - Miniopterus schreibersii oceanensis), Eastern Freetail Bat (NSW Vulnerable - Mormopterus norfolkiensis), Grey-headed Flying-fox (Commonwealth & NSW Vulnerable - Pteropus poliocephalus), Powerful Owl (NSW Vulnerable - Ninox strenua) & Little Eagle (NSW Vulnerable – Hieraaetus morphnoides).
	(
	
	
	
	No threatened fauna have been identified nesting or roosting at the site. Any fauna would be minimally impacted through noise from machinery. No native habitat will be removed and the adjoining Nepean River Corridor will provide adequate refuge for any fauna displaced by the works.
	No native trees to be removed. Carry out works using best practice land management procedures. Adjoining native vegetation will be fenced to offer protection. 
.

	Are the works in or near a bio-certified area?


	(
	(
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Are the works on or near bushfire prone land?


	(
	(
	Works are predominantly on Bush Fire Prone Land - Vegetation Buffer 100m & 30m
	(
	
	
	
	Recent weed removal and revegetation has reduced bushfire fuel loads because of thinning of vegetation.
	As vegetation recruitment increases within the reserve, the bushfire hazard level is not likely to increase any greater than it currently is. As Council managed land, it will be subject to management by the Council including future bushfire hazard management.

	Are the works in an asset protection zone (APZ)?


	(
	(
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Are the works likely to disturb natural waterways or aquatic habitat
	(
	(
	Some minor footpath works will occur within the riparian corridor of the Nepean River and Matahill creek.
	
	
	
	
	The outcome will be enhanced aesthetic and conservation value of the site
	Works will be carried out using best practice land management procedures


*If yes, all columns need to be completed.

	Soil and water
	Applicable*
	Not Applicable
	Item
	Likely impact
	Reasoning
	Safeguard and/or management measure

	
	
	
	
	Negligible
	Low
	Medium
	High
	
	

	Are there any sensitive receiving environments that are located in or nearby the likely project footprint or that would likely receive stormwater discharge from the project?
	(
	(
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Would the works be carried out near a waterway (i.e. within 50 metres)?


	(
	(
	Some of the works (viewing platforms) will be carried out at the top of the riverbank of the Nepean River and paddocks adjacent to a riverbank. The viewing platforms are between 15m and 30m distance from the river edge.
	(
	
	
	
	The works would be carried adjacent to the riverbank of the Nepean River Riparian Corridor. 
	Works will be conducted out of extreme wet weather conditions for safety reasons and to avoid runoff or mulch entering the water way.

A siltation fence will be erected at the base of the site of the viewing platform 

	Is the location known to flood or be prone to water logging


	(
	(
	The site is within the PMF, 1%AEP and 5%AEP flood areas
	(
	
	
	
	Proposed works do not increase the amount of impervious surfaces to alter the existing stormwater infrastructure
	Contractor to implement appropriate flood protection measures to minimise risk of harm to people and property. Temporary construction compound and materials to be removed at time of impending flood.


	Is the proposal likely to impact on soil quality or land stability?


	(
	(
	The works would be carried out on and near the riverbank would be vulnerable to erosion. The viewing platforms are between 15m and 30m distance from the river edge.
	
	(
	
	
	Soil quality is not likely to be impacted. Revegetation plantings and seeding has improved the seed bank and soils. Erosion will be managed to ensure it does not cause damage to the site.

Erosion and sedimentation measures will be implemented
	Works will not be conducted during extreme wet weather conditions for safety reasons and to avoid runoff or mulch entering the water way. Stumps and roots of weeds to be poisoned and left to act as erosion control. Where required, contractors will implement other means of erosion control.

Minimise sediment runoff with use of sediment fencing & sandbags.



	Is there any evidence within or nearby the likely project footprint of potential contamination? This might include dip sites, service stations, fuel storage, industrial land uses nearby the land.


	(
	(
	The site has a long history and has been subject to intensive agricultural activities. A preliminary investigation of the site has been performed by a suitably qualified person to confirm the presence of any contaminants within the site. A report on Preliminary Site Investigation Camden Town Farm  - Exeter Street, Camden, NSW Prepared for Camden Town Farm Committee May 2016 identified  some areas of contamination associated with the prior uses of the site.

asbestos irrigation pipes may occur on the site (location unknown and may not be found due to shallow depth of excavation) based on similar finds in other locations within the Camden LGA.   - 

	(
	
	
	
	None of the identified area are within the zone of the proposed activity.


	Works will be carried out using best practice land management procedures
Should irrigation pipes (including asbestos) be found protocol will be followed for removal.

	Is the location known to be subject to acid sulfate soils?


	(
	(
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Is the location known to be affected by mine subsidence?


	(
	(
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Is the location known to be affected by salinity?


	(
	(
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Are the works likely to result in more than 2.5ha (area) of exposed soil?
	(
	(
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Is there sufficient land available as part of the likely project footprint that would allow the future implementation of appropriate erosion and sedimentation control measures (eg basins)?
	(
	(
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


*If yes, all columns need to be completed.

	Aboriginal heritage
	Applicable*
	Not Applicable
	Item
	Likely impact
	Reasoning
	Safeguard and/or management measure

	
	
	
	
	Negligible
	Low
	Medium
	High
	
	

	Would the likely works involve any disturbance in any area that has not been subject to previous ground disturbances?
	(
	(
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Will the likely works disturb the ground surface or any culturally modified trees?
	(
	(
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Will the likely works affect known Aboriginal objects or Aboriginal places?
	(
	(
	As part of the Miss Lewella Davies Walkway undertaken in 2019 an Aboriginal cultural heritage assessment (ACHA) was undertaken which included subsurface test excavations for the area of high potential in accordance with the Code of Practice for Archaeological Investigation of Aboriginal Objects in New South Wales (DECCW 2010b) (the code), and consultation with Aboriginal stakeholders in accordance with the Aboriginal cultural heritage consultation requirements for proponents (DECCW 2010c) (consultation requirements). 


	(
	
	
	
	Archaeological test excavations within the study area were undertaken from 8-11 April 2019 by AMBS archaeologists and RAP representatives from Murra Bidgee Mullangari Aboriginal Corporation, Tharawal LALC, Cubbitch Barta Native Title Claimants Aboriginal Corporation and Tocomwall. 

No Aboriginal heritage sites, objects or places were identified in the PAD 2 study area by archaeological survey, and no areas retaining subsurface Aboriginal archaeological deposits were identified by archaeological test excavation. There are no previously identified Aboriginal heritage sites recorded on AHIMS within the study area, and no previously registered Aboriginal heritage sites will be impacted by the proposed development. Given the level of disturbance observed in the study area, it is considered highly unlikely that evidence of previous occupation by Aboriginal people remains within the area of the proposed development. As such, there are no additional constraints to the proposed development arising from considerations of Aboriginal cultural heritage and archaeology. The proposed development may proceed with due caution
	Although the PAD 2 study area is unlikely to retain Aboriginal objects, should any be exposed during future development works, excavation or disturbance in the area should cease and the Cultural Heritage Division of OEH should be informed in accordance with Section 91 of the National Parks and Wildlife Act 1974.
Due Diligence Code will be followed.


*If yes, all columns need to be completed.
	Non-Aboriginal heritage
	Applicable*
	Not Applicable
	Item
	Likely impact
	Reasoning
	Safeguard and/or management measure

	
	
	
	
	Negligible
	Low
	Medium
	High
	
	

	Are works likely to occur in or near a listed heritage item or conservation area?
	(
	(
	Camden Town Centre Heritage Conservation Area

Item I26 Camden Town Farm, Listed under Schedule 5 of the Camden Local Environmental Plan 2010
	
	(
	
	
	Half of the Camden Town Farm falls under the Camden Heritage conservation area and some walkway works are proposed within this zone.
	Implementation of recommendations outlined in Camden Town Farm Statement of Heritage Impact - 2018

	Are works likely to occur near a potential heritage item or conservation area? 
	(
	(
	Camden Town Centre Heritage Conservation Area
	
	(
	
	
	Half of the Camden Town Farm falls under the Camden Heritage conservation area and some walkway works are proposed within this zone.
	Implementation of recommendations outlined in Camden Town Farm Statement of Heritage Impact - 2018

	Are works likely to occur in or near features that may indicate potential archaeological remains?
	(
	(
	
	
	(
	
	
	Half of the Camden Town Farm falls under the Camden Heritage conservation area and some walkway works are proposed within this zone.
	Implementation of recommendations outlined in Camden Town Farm Statement of Heritage Impact - 2018


*If yes, all columns need to be completed.

	Noise and vibration
	Applicable*
	Not Applicable
	Item
	Likely impact
	Reasoning
	Safeguard and/or management measure

	
	
	
	
	Negligible
	Low
	Medium
	High
	
	

	Are there any residential properties or sensitive receivers within 200 metres of the likely project footprint?
	(
	(
	
	
	(
	
	
	There are approximately 20 residences within 200m of the likely project footprint. Most are single freestanding dwellings.
	Where possible, works would occur during standard hours as follows:

· Monday to Friday: 7:00am to 5:00pm

· Saturday: 7:00am to 5:00pm

· Sunday: No work

· Public holidays: No work

· If there is any variation within the 200m distance the immediate residents will be notified



	Will the likely works alter the line or level of an existing carriageway?
	(
	(
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Will the likely works result in a change in traffic flow?
	(
	(
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Is it likely that the works would require activities to be carried out outside the OEH standard working hours?
	(
	(
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


*If yes, all columns need to be completed.
	Air quality
	Applicable*
	Not Applicable
	Item
	Likely impact
	Reasoning
	Safeguard and/or management measure

	
	
	
	
	Negligible
	Low
	Medium
	High
	
	

	Will the likely works involve the emission of dust or odors?
	(
	(
	
	
	(
	
	
	During construction there may be vehicle fumes and other minor dust emissions through the course of the project as per standard operations for projects of this nature.
	Vehicles and waste disposal will be required to comply with POEO Act and Regulations.

	Will the likely works involve exposure of large areas of soil (greater than 2.5ha)
	(
	(
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Will the likely works involve the generation or disposal of gaseous, liquid or solid wastes or emissions?
	(
	(
	
	
	(
	
	
	During construction there may be vehicle fumes and other minor dust emissions through the course of the project as per standard operations for projects of this nature.
	Vehicles and waste disposal will be required to comply with POEO Act and Regulations. All waste must be disposed of appropriately according to its waste classification. 


*If yes, all columns need to be completed.

	Landscape and visual character


	Applicable*
	Not Applicable
	Item
	Likely impact
	Reasoning
	Safeguard and/or management measure

	
	
	
	
	Negligible
	Low
	Medium
	High
	
	

	Is the likely project footprint over or near to any important physical or cultural elements or landscapes?
	(
	(
	Camden Town Centre Heritage Conservation Area

Item I26 Camden Town Farm, Listed under Schedule 5 of the Camden Local Environmental Plan 2010


	
	(
	
	
	Half of the Camden Town Farm falls under the Camden Heritage conservation area and some walkway works are proposed within this zone.

Work will not be impacting on the heritage fabric of the specified heritage items.
	Council’s Heritage & Place Coordination Officer and Heritage Officer to be involved

	Is the likely project footprint over or near any valued landscape or urban area?
	(
	(
	Camden Town Centre Heritage Conservation Area

Item I26 Camden Town Farm, Listed under Schedule 5 of the Camden Local Environmental Plan 2010
	
	
	
	
	Half of the Camden Town Farm falls under the Camden Heritage conservation area and some walkway works are proposed within this zone.

Work will not be impacting on the heritage fabric of the specified heritage items.
	Council’s Heritage & Place Coordination Officer and Heritage Officer to be involved

	Is it likely that the works will affect the visual or scenic landscape?
	(
	(
	Camden Town Centre Heritage Conservation Area

Item I26 Camden Town Farm, Listed under Schedule 5 of the Camden Local Environmental Plan 2010
	
	
	
	
	Half of the Camden Town Farm falls under the Camden Heritage conservation area and some walkway works are proposed within this zone.

Work will not be impacting on the heritage fabric of the specified heritage items.
	Implementation of recommendations outlined in Camden Town Farm Statement of Heritage Impact - 2018


*If yes, all columns need to be completed.
	Traffic and transport
	Applicable*
	Not Applicable
	Item
	Likely impact
	Reasoning
	Safeguard and/or management measure

	
	
	
	
	Negligible
	Low
	Medium
	High
	
	

	Will the likely project impact on the road environment – vehicle movement?
	(
	(
	Construction vehicles enter & leave site and there will be periodic lane and road closures. 
	(
	
	
	
	
	The construction contractor is to prepare approved traffic/pedestrian control/management plans as necessary and to provide traffic control/management through the course of the project to manage appropriate vehicular and pedestrian movements. This may include scheduling of works to minimise potential user conflicts and to minimise the impact on the community.



	Will the likely project impact on pedestrian or cycle movement?
	(
	(
	Construction vehicles enter & leave site and there will be periodic lane and road closures.
	(
	
	
	
	
	The construction contractor is to prepare approved traffic/pedestrian control/management plans as necessary and to provide traffic control/management through the course of the project to manage appropriate vehicular and pedestrian movements. This may include scheduling of works to minimise potential user conflicts and to minimise the impact on the community.



	Is it likely that the works will involve construction of a new bridge or intersection or result in a substantial change to the appearance of an existing bridge or intersection?
	(
	(
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


*If yes, all columns need to be completed.
	Social and economic
	Applicable*
	Not Applicable
	Item
	Likely impact
	Reasoning
	Safeguard and/or management measure

	
	
	
	
	Negligible
	Low
	Medium
	High
	
	

	Will the likely project affect community services or infrastructure?
	(
	(
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Does the likely project affect sites of importance to local or broader community for their recreational or other values or access to these sites?
	(
	(
	There will be periodic lane, footpath and road closures.
	(
	
	
	
	
	The construction contractor is to prepare approved traffic/pedestrian control/management plans as necessary and to provide traffic control/management through the course of the project to manage appropriate vehicular and pedestrian movements. This may include scheduling of works to minimise potential user conflicts and to minimise the impact on the community.



	Will the likely project reduce access or reduce visibility to any business or tourist destination?
	(
	(
	There will be periodic lane, footpath and road closures.
	
	
	(
	
	
	The construction contractor is to prepare approved traffic/pedestrian control/management plans as necessary and to provide traffic control/management through the course of the project to manage appropriate vehicular and pedestrian movements. This may include scheduling of works to minimise potential user conflicts and to minimise the impact on the community.



	Will the likely project have an impact on the safety of the community
	(
	(
	Issues such as dust, noise, vibration have some potential to affect the local community, as well as the effect of the project on the access of the footpath.
	
	(
	
	
	Possible safety issues with conflicts to construction traffic
	The construction contractor is to prepare approved traffic/pedestrian control/management plans as necessary and to provide traffic control/management through the course of the project to manage appropriate vehicular and pedestrian movements. This may include scheduling of works to minimise potential user conflicts and to minimise the impact on the community.




*If yes, all columns need to be completed.

	Land use and property
	Applicable*
	Not Applicable
	Item
	Likely impact
	Reasoning
	Safeguard and/or management measure

	
	
	
	
	Negligible
	Low
	Medium
	High
	
	

	Will the likely project influence land use changes in the locality or in response to emerging land use changes?
	(
	(
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Will the likely project impact on accesses to private property?
	(
	(
	There will be periodic lane, footpath and road closures.


	
	
	
	
	
	The construction contractor is to prepare approved traffic/pedestrian control/management plans as necessary and to provide traffic control/management through the course of the project to manage appropriate vehicular and pedestrian movements. This may include scheduling of works to minimise potential user conflicts and to minimise the impact on the community.



	Will the likely project reduce access or reduce visibility to any business, property or tourist destination?
	(
	(
	There will be periodic lane, footpath and road closures.
	
	
	
	
	
	The construction contractor is to prepare approved traffic/pedestrian control/management plans as necessary and to provide traffic control/management through the course of the project to manage appropriate vehicular and pedestrian movements. This may include scheduling of works to minimise potential user conflicts and to minimise the impact on the community.




*If yes, all columns need to be completed.
7.
Environmental Management

A number of safeguards and/or management measures have been identified in order to minimise adverse environmental impacts, including social impacts, which could potentially arise as a result of the likely works. Should the proposal proceed, these safeguards/management measures will be incorporated into the detailed design and applied during the construction and operation of the proposal.

7.1
Summary of safeguards and/or management measures

The safeguards/management measures are summarised in the table below.

	No.
	
	Impact
	Safeguard/Management Measure
	Responsibility
	Timing

	1
	Is any vegetation going to be impacted due to the works (ie removal of trees and shrubs)


	Minor stands of woody weeds are being removed for environmental management purposed and to facilitate the installation of the walkway.
	Stands of woody weeds will be replaced by new native trees are being installed throughout the extent of the walkway and removal of woody weeds will be done by hand wherever possible.


	Contractor
	During Construction

	2


	Are the works likely to require removal of any mature trees with a girth of more than 100mm?


	Minor stands of woody weeds are being removed for environmental management purposed and to facilitate the installation of the walkway.
	Stands of woody weeds will be replaced by new native trees are being installed throughout the extent of the walkway and removal of woody weeds will be done by hand wherever possible.


	Contractor
	During Construction

	3
	Are there any nests, tree hollows, hollow logs in the likely project footprint (identified in the site inspection)?


	
	If bird nests are found, works will cease and the council will be contacted. Any juvenile birds or eggs will be removed from the site and taken into care by a WIRES carer.
	Contractor
	During Construction

	4
	Are there any dens for Wombats or other animals (including native) at the site or in the locality  
	There are Wombat dens across the extent of the site adjacent to proposed construction activities.


	Existing wombat dens in proximity to the construction site will be signposted and protected with bunting. Site to be inspected prior to construction activities to ensure Wombat dens are not present at the construction site. If present, construction activities will be suspended at the location of the active Wombat Den.  Construction activities will not commence until a Wombat Management Plan is activated to manage active dens.
	Contractor

	During Construction

	5
	Are the works in or near a conservation area?


	Camden Town Centre Heritage Conservation Area
	Implementation of recommendations outlined in Camden Town Farm Statement of Heritage Impact - 2018
	Council
	Planning and Design Process

	6
	Are there known threatened species, endangered ecological communities, critical habitat etc. in or near the likely project footprint?


	In the locality or adjacent to the proposed activity.

NSW Endangered Ecological Community River-flat Eucalypt Forest. NSW & Commonwealth ‘Vulnerable’ flora Camden White Gum (E. benthamii). Endangered fauna: Eastern Bentwing Bat (NSW Vulnerable - Miniopterus schreibersii oceanensis), Eastern Freetail Bat (NSW Vulnerable - Mormopterus norfolkiensis), Grey-headed Flying-fox (Commonwealth & NSW Vulnerable - Pteropus poliocephalus), Powerful Owl (NSW Vulnerable - Ninox strenua) & Little Eagle (NSW Vulnerable – Hieraaetus morphnoides).
	No native trees to be removed. Carry out works using best practice land management procedures. Adjoining native vegetation will be fenced to offer protection. 
	Contractor
	During Construction

	7
	Are the works on or near bushfire prone land?


	Works are predominantly on Bush Fire Prone Land - Vegetation Buffer 100m & 30m
	As vegetation recruitment increases within the reserve, the bushfire hazard level is not likely to increase any greater than it currently is. As Council managed land, it will be subject to management by the Council including future bushfire hazard management
	Council
	Perpetual

	8
	Are the works likely to disturb natural waterways or aquatic habitat
	Some minor footpath works/viewing platform works will occur within the riparian corridor of the Nepean River and Matahill creek.
	Works will be carried out using best practice land management procedures
	Contractor
	During Construction

	9
	Would the works be carried out near a waterway (i.e. within 50 metres)?


	Some of the works (viewing platforms) will be carried out at the top of the riverbank of the Nepean River and paddocks adjacent to a riverbank. The viewing platforms are between 15m and 30m distance from the river edge.
	Works will be conducted out of extreme wet weather conditions for safety reasons and to avoid runoff or mulch entering the water way.

A siltation fence will be erected at the base of the site of the viewing platform
	Contractor
	During Construction

	10
	Is the location known to flood or be prone to water logging


	The site is within the PMF, 1%AEP and 5%AEP flood areas
	Contractor to implement appropriate flood protection measures to minimise risk of harm to people and property. Temporary construction compound and materials to be removed at time of impending flood.


	Contractor
	During Construction

	11
	Is the proposal likely to impact on soil quality or land stability?


	The works would be carried out on and near the riverbank would be vulnerable to erosion. The viewing platforms are between 15m and 30m distance from the river edge
	Works will not be conducted during extreme wet weather conditions for safety reasons and to avoid runoff or mulch entering the water way. Stumps and roots of weeds to be poisoned and left to act as erosion control. Where required, contractors will implement other means of erosion control.

Minimise sediment runoff with use of sediment fencing & sandbags.


	Contractor
	During Construction

	12
	Is there any evidence within or nearby the likely project footprint of potential contamination? This might include dip sites, service stations, fuel storage, industrial land uses nearby the land.


	The site has a long history and has been subject to intensive agricultural activities. A preliminary investigation of the site has been performed by a suitably qualified person to confirm the presence of any contaminants within the site. A report on Preliminary Site Investigation Camden Town Farm  - Exeter Street, Camden, NSW Prepared for Camden Town Farm Committee May 2016 identified  some areas of contamination associated with the prior uses of the site.

asbestos irrigation pipes may occur on the site (location unknown and may not be found due to shallow depth of excavation) based on similar finds in other locations within the Camden LGA.   - 


	Works will be carried out using best practice land management procedures

Should irrigation pipes (including asbestos) be found protocol will be followed for removal.
	Contractor
	During Construction

	13
	Will the likely works affect known Aboriginal objects or Aboriginal places?
	As part of the Miss Lewella Davies Walkway undertaken in 2019 an Aboriginal cultural heritage assessment (ACHA) was undertaken which included subsurface test excavations for the area of high potential in accordance with the Code of Practice for Archaeological Investigation of Aboriginal Objects in New South Wales (DECCW 2010b) (the code), and consultation with Aboriginal stakeholders in accordance with the Aboriginal cultural heritage consultation requirements for proponents (DECCW 2010c) (consultation requirements). 


	Although the PAD 2 study area is unlikely to retain Aboriginal objects, should any be exposed during future development works, excavation or disturbance in the area should cease and the Cultural Heritage Division of OEH should be informed in accordance with Section 91 of the National Parks and Wildlife Act 1974.

Due Diligence Code will be followed.
	Contractor
	During Construction

	14
	Are works likely to occur in or near a listed heritage item or conservation area?
	Camden Town Centre Heritage Conservation Area

Item I26 Camden Town Farm, Listed under Schedule 5 of the Camden Local Environmental Plan 2010
	Implementation of recommendations outlined in Camden Town Farm Statement of Heritage Impact - 2018
	Council’s Heritage & Place Coordination Officer and Heritage Officer
	Planning and Design Process

	15
	Are works likely to occur near a potential heritage item or conservation area?
	Camden Town Centre Heritage Conservation Area
	Implementation of recommendations outlined in Camden Town Farm Statement of Heritage Impact - 2018
	Council’s Heritage & Place Coordination Officer and Heritage Officer
	Planning and Design Process

	16
	Are works likely to occur in or near features that may indicate potential archaeological remains?
	
	Implementation of recommendations outlined in Camden Town Farm Statement of Heritage Impact - 2018
	Council’s Heritage & Place Coordination Officer and Heritage Officer
	Planning and Design Process

	17
	Are there any residential properties or sensitive receivers within 200 metres of the likely project footprint?
	There are approximately 20 residences within 200m of the likely project footprint. Most are single freestanding dwellings.
	Where possible, works would occur during standard hours as follows:

· Monday to Friday: 7:00am to 5:00pm

· Saturday: 7:00am to 5:00pm

· Sunday: No work

· Public holidays: No work


	Contractor
	During Construction

	18
	Will the likely works involve the emission of dust or odors?
	During construction there may be vehicle fumes and other minor dust emissions through the course of the project as per standard operations for projects of this nature.
	Vehicles and waste disposal will be required to comply with POEO Act and Regulations.
	Contractor
	During Construction

	19
	Will the likely works involve the generation or disposal of gaseous, liquid or solid wastes or emissions?
	During construction there may be vehicle fumes and other minor dust emissions through the course of the project as per standard operations for projects of this nature.
	Vehicles and waste disposal will be required to comply with POEO Act and Regulations. All waste must be disposed of appropriately according to its waste classification
	Contractor
	During Construction

	20
	Is the likely project footprint over or near to any important physical or cultural elements or landscapes?
	Camden Town Centre Heritage Conservation Area

Item I26 Camden Town Farm, Listed under Schedule 5 of the Camden Local Environmental Plan 2010


	Council’s Heritage & Place Coordination Officer and Heritage Officer to be involved


	Council’s Heritage & Place Coordination Officer and Heritage Officer
	Planning and Design Process

	21
	Is the likely project footprint over or near any valued landscape or urban area?
	Camden Town Centre Heritage Conservation Area

Item I26 Camden Town Farm, Listed under Schedule 5 of the Camden Local Environmental Plan 2010
	Council’s Heritage & Place Coordination Officer and Heritage Officer to be involved
	Council’s Heritage & Place Coordination Officer and Heritage Officer
	Planning and Design Process

	22
	Is it likely that the works will affect the visual or scenic landscape?
	Camden Town Centre Heritage Conservation Area

Item I26 Camden Town Farm, Listed under Schedule 5 of the Camden Local Environmental Plan 2010
	Implementation of recommendations outlined in Camden Town Farm Statement of Heritage Impact - 2018
	Council
	Planning and Design Process

	23
	Will the likely project impact on the road environment – vehicle movement?
	Construction vehicles enter & leave site and there will be periodic lane and road closures
	The construction contractor is to prepare approved traffic/pedestrian control/management plans as necessary and to provide traffic control/management through the course of the project to manage appropriate vehicular and pedestrian movements. This may include scheduling of works to minimise potential user conflicts and to minimise the impact on the community.


	Contractor
	During Construction

	24
	Will the likely project impact on pedestrian or cycle movement?
	Construction vehicles enter & leave site and there will be periodic lane and road closures
	The construction contractor is to prepare approved traffic/pedestrian control/management plans as necessary and to provide traffic control/management through the course of the project to manage appropriate vehicular and pedestrian movements. This may include scheduling of works to minimise potential user conflicts and to minimise the impact on the community.


	Contractor
	During Construction

	25
	Does the likely project affect sites of importance to local or broader community for their recreational or other values or access to these sites?
	There will be periodic lane, footpath and road closures.
	The construction contractor is to prepare approved traffic/pedestrian control/management plans as necessary and to provide traffic control/management through the course of the project to manage appropriate vehicular and pedestrian movements. This may include scheduling of works to minimise potential user conflicts and to minimise the impact on the community.


	Contractor
	During Construction

	26
	Will the likely project reduce access or reduce visibility to any business or tourist destination?
	There will be periodic lane, footpath and road closures.
	The construction contractor is to prepare approved traffic/pedestrian control/management plans as necessary and to provide traffic control/management through the course of the project to manage appropriate vehicular and pedestrian movements. This may include scheduling of works to minimise potential user conflicts and to minimise the impact on the community.


	Contractor
	During Construction

	27
	Will the likely project have an impact on the safety of the community
	Issues such as dust, noise, vibration have some potential to affect the local community, as well as the effect of the project on the access of the footpath.
	The construction contractor is to prepare approved traffic/pedestrian control/management plans as necessary and to provide traffic control/management through the course of the project to manage appropriate vehicular and pedestrian movements. This may include scheduling of works to minimise potential user conflicts and to minimise the impact on the community.


	Contractor
	During Construction

	28
	Will the likely project impact on accesses to private property?
	There will be periodic lane, footpath and road closures.


	The construction contractor is to prepare approved traffic/pedestrian control/management plans as necessary and to provide traffic control/management through the course of the project to manage appropriate vehicular and pedestrian movements. This may include scheduling of works to minimise potential user conflicts and to minimise the impact on the community.


	Contractor
	During Construction

	29
	Will the likely project reduce access or reduce visibility to any business, property or tourist destination?
	There will be periodic lane, footpath and road closures.


	The construction contractor is to prepare approved traffic/pedestrian control/management plans as necessary and to provide traffic control/management through the course of the project to manage appropriate vehicular and pedestrian movements. This may include scheduling of works to minimise potential user conflicts and to minimise the impact on the community.


	Contractor
	During Construction


8.
Conclusion

The works are permitted as either Exempt or Permitted Without Consent under the State Environmental Planning Policy (Transport and Infrastructure) 2021. On the basis that the works have the potential to be generate a high level of community interest including for residents of the Camden LGA, as well as visitors and tourists to the Town Centre, this REF has been prepared to assess the environmental impacts associated with all works (both those considered exempt development and those permitted without consent) to ensure potential impacts of the works can be considered under Section 171 of the EP&A Regulation 2001 to minimise any potential impacts of the works. Appropriate mitigation measures to minimise any potential impacts of the works are now recommended.
In conclusion the proposed activity is not likely to significantly affect the environment, provided the safeguards identified in this report are properly implemented. Therefore an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) is not required.
9.
Certification

This REF provides a true and fair review of the proposal in relation to its potential effects on the environment. It addresses to the fullest extent possible all matters affecting or likely to affect the environment as a result of the proposal.
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Name: Tim Vyse
Position: Team Leader Public Domain Design
Date: 16/02/24
[image: image4.png]



I have endorsed this amended REF 

Name: Robert Corby
Position: Natural Resource Officer
Date: 
21/02/2024
10.
Reference

1. Aboriginal Heritage Information Management System (AHIMS) Due Diligence Code of Practice for the protection of Aboriginal Objects in New South Wales – Published by NSW Government Environment Climate Change and Water September 2010.

2. Integrated Facility Management (IFM Enquiry.Net – Database developed in 2004.

3. Nepean River Flood Study by Worley Parsons – Adopted by Council April 2015. 
4. Soils and Construction Volume 1 “Blue Book” – 4th Edition March 2004.

Terms and acronyms used in this REF
	Term/Acronym
	Definition

	EIS
	Environmental Impact Statement

	EP&A Act
	Environmental Planning & Assessment Act 1979 (NSW). Provides the legislative framework for land use planning and development assessment in NSW

	ISEPP
	State Environmental Planning Policy (Infrastructure) 2007

	LEP
	Local Environmental Plan. A type of planning instrument made under Part 3 of the EP&A Act

	SEPP
	State Environmental Planning Policy. A type of planning instrument made under Part 3 of the EP&A Act

	GPT
	Gross Pollutant Trap

	EPA
	Environment Protection Authority

	POEO Act
	Protection of Environment and Operations Act.


10.
Appendix

A. Nepean River Trail – Camden Town Farm – Concept Plan (27.03.2023)
B. Nepean River Trail – Artwork Location Plan (by artist) Rev. B. (10.10.2023)
C. CAMDEN TOWN FARM - NEPEAN RIVER PATHWAY EXTENSION WORKS – CONSTRUCTION DOCUMENTATION - Rev. 1 (21.11.2023) 
D. CAMDEN TOWN FARM - NEPEAN RIVER PATHWAY EXTENSION WORKS – PLANTING - ISSUE FOR TENDER - Rev. B. (05.10.2023)
E. NEPEAN RIVER PATHWAY EXTENSION – PLANTING (REVEGETATION AREAS) Rev. C. (24.10.2023)
F. Detailed concept designs for artwork, provided by the proposed artists. 

G. Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Due Diligence Assessment: Camden Town Farm DRAFT REPORT Prepared for Camden Council by Biosis 28 May 2018
H. Camden Town Farm Statement of Heritage Impact DRAFT REPORT Prepared for Camden Council by Biosis 28 May 2018
I. Report on Preliminary Site Investigation Camden Town Farm  - Exeter Street, Camden, NSW Prepared for Camden Town Farm Committee May 2016
J. Camden Town Farm, Camden: Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Assessment Prepared by AMBS Ecology & Heritage for Camden Council – November 2019.
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